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INTRODUCTION

The Work of the Holy Spirit

We let the Bible interpret itself, comparing Scripture with Scripture and rightly dividing the word of

truth (2 Timothy 2:15). The study runs in one continuous sequence — from Point 1 through Point 21.

Read each reference in your Bible and write your answers on the lines provided.

purprost In this series of doctrinal lessons we will study the work of the Holy Spirit in
giving spiritual gifts to the church. We will also address the Biblical understanding of
speaking in tongues.

In This Study

I

The gifts of the Spirit 1 Corinthians 12:1-10
Why gifts are given to the church Ephesians 4:11-14
Pentecost: tongues defined Acts 2:1-11
Cornelius & the Gentiles Acts 10:44-47
Paul’s guidelines for tongues 1 Corinthians 14:27, 28
The tongues of angels 1 Corinthians 13:1
Does everyone receive tongues? 1 Corinthians 12:29, 30
How to receive the Holy Spirit Luke 11:13

¢ BEFORE YOU BEGIN

“Now concerning spiritual gifts, brethren, I would not have you
8 8YLs, Y

ignorant. 7

1 CORINTHIANS 12:1 (KJV)

Keep your Bible open and let each text speak for itself. Lay aside tradition, weigh every passage
in the light of the whole of Scripture, and answer honestly. Ask the Spirit to make you a wise and
watchful Berean — from Point 1 to Point 21 — that you may know what the Bible truly teaches
about the gifts of the Spirit and speaking in tongues.
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What is another work of the Holy Spirit mentioned in 1 Corinthians 12?— Read: 1 Corinthians 12:1, 4, 7

NoTE Letusread 1 Corinthians 12:8-10, 28 and notice the various spiritual gifts that are given to
the church.

Why are spiritual gifts given to the church?— Read: Ephesians 4:11-14

NoTE In most evangelical churches, the gift of speaking in tongues is heavily emphasized as a sign
that one has received the Holy Spirit. Their belief is that speaking in tongues means speaking
gibberish in an unknown language. They claim that if a person isn’t doing this, then they do not
have the Holy Spirit. Let us examine these claims from scripture.

What happened to the apostles in the upper room on the day of Pentecost?— Read: Acts 2:1-4

Were there only people from one nation present when the apostles spoke to the multitudes in
tongues?— Read: Acts 2:5

How does the Bible define speaking in tongues as seen in Acts 2:6-11?— Read: Acts 2:6-11

NoTE The Greek word for “tongues” is “Glossa” and is number 1100 in the Greek Lexicon. It means
“language.” Additionally, it is clear that the reason the apostles were given the ability to speak in
other languages was to further spread the gospel to people of every nation.

¥ KEY THOUGHT

“An.d how ll(’(l'}‘ we every man in our own l'Oﬂglrl(’, &’]1(’1”€i71 we were l’)O'l"H?... we C[O ]1(’61)‘" l'll(’ﬂl

speak in our tongues the wonderful works of God.”

ACTS 2:8, 11 (KJV)
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10. Read Acts 10:44-47. When Peter witnessed to Cornelius and other Gentiles, they received the Holy
Ghost and spoke in tongues. Peter was a Jew. Was Cornelius also a Jew?— Read: Acts 10:1

NoTE When Cornelius and the Gentiles spoke in tongues, they spoke in a real language which
Peter understood. This confirmed in Peter’s mind the reality of Cornelius’ conversion and that God
was working through him. Acts 11:1, 12-17 confirms that the same gift which Cornelius received
was the same gift of the Spirit which was given to the apostles in Acts 2.

12. In1 Corinthians 14, Paul outlines guidelines as it relates to speaking in tongues because those in
Corinth were abusing this gift of the Spirit. How many at most should speak in tongues in a
congregation, and who should also be present?— Read: 1 Corinthians 14:27

a)

What should a person do if an interpreter isn’t present? — 1 Corinthians 14:28

b) Paul, himself, had the gift of tongues. What does he say he would rather do? — 1 Corinthians

14:18, 19

13. On the subject of speaking in tongues and prophesying without interpreters, what does God say?
— Read: 1 Corinthians 14:33

REBUTTAL Read 1 Corinthians 14:2, 14, 28. There are some who argue that it is okay to pray in
tongues because they pray unto God and not men, and therefore, it is not necessary to have an
interpreter. However, Romans 8:26 tells us that the Holy Spirit interprets our prayers to God. Thus,
it would be unnecessary to pray to God and speak in a language that we ourselves do not
understand. Furthermore, Jesus never taught His disciples to pray in that manner. See Luke 11:1-4;
Matthew 26:39-44.

15. Another argument people use to justify speaking in unknown tongues is found in 1 Corinthians

13:1. What does it mean to speak in the “tongues of angels”? We will answer this by first looking at it

from its spiritual application and then, its literal application. What does an angel represent in
scripture?— Read: Galatians 4:14; Acts 6:8, 15

a)

NoTE Besides 1 Corinthians 13:1, where in scripture do we find an angel speaking and the word
“tongues” is used? It is Revelation 14:6, where God’s faithful messengers preach the everlasting
gospel which will go to people of every nation and tongue or language. The angel preaching or
speaking represents a world-wide, heavenly message that will be understood by everyone in
their own language.
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b) NoTE In aliteral sense, whenever we see real angels from heaven speaking in scripture, they
ATLWAYS spoke in languages that could be understood by the humans they spoke to. See the
following examples: John the Revelator (Revelation 1:1), Lot (Genesis 19:1, 2), Joseph (Matthew

1:20), Zacharias (Luke 1:11-13).

16. Will everyone who receives the Spirit of God, receive the gift of tongues?— Read:
1 Corinthians 12:4, 29, 30

a) Who are examples of people that received the Holy Spirit but never spoke in tongues? — John
1:33-36; Judges 15:14-16

17. Letus now focus on how to practically receive God’s Holy Spirit. What does Jesus instruct us to do in
order to receive the Holy Spirit?— Read: Luke 11:13

“Since this is the means by which we are to receive power, why do we not hunger and thirst for the gift of the Spirit?
Why do we not talk of it, pray for it, and preach concerning it? The Lord is more willing to give the Holy Spirit to
those who serve Him than parents are to give good gifts to their children. For the daily baptism of the Spirit every
worker should offer his petition to God.”

THE ACTS OF THE APOSTLES {AA 50.2}

18. What other instructions does Peter give us about receiving the Holy Spirit?— Read: Acts 2:38

19. What does Jesus say about His Word?— Read: John 6:63

a) Since Jesus’ words (The Bible) are spirit and life, what must we do with His word to have the Holy
Spirit dwell in us? — Psalm 119:105

How can we be assured that we have the Holy Spirit? What traits will be manifested in our lives as
evidence of that fact?— Read: Galatians 5:22, 23

20.
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When the Holy Spirit abides in us, what does He help us to avoid? — Galatians 5:19-21, 24, 25

As seen in the life of Jesus, what should we desire the Holy Spirit to do in our lives?— Read: John 1:33

¥ ABIDE WITH US

“The same is he which baptizeth with the Holy Ghost.”

JOHN 1:33 (KJV)

Notes
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AS WE CLOSE

Power for Witness, Fruit for Evidence

At Pentecost the Spirit gave real languages so the gospel could reach every nation — a gift

of order, not confusion. Not everyone receives the gift of tongues, but everyone who asks

may receive the Spirit Himself. The surest evidence of His indwelling is not an unknown

utterance, but the fruit of the Spirit — love, joy, peace — and a life daily surrendered to the
Word of God.

LUKE 11:13 (KJV)
“If ye then, being evil, know how to give good gifts unto your children: how much more

shall your heavenly Father give the Holy Spirit to them that ask him?”

Will you ask daily for the baptism of the Holy Spirit and let His fruit be seen in your life?

REFERENCES

Sources & Notes

THE DAILY BAPTISM OF THE SPIRIT
“For the daily baptism of the Spirit every worker should offer his petition to
God.... The presence of the Spirit with God’s workers will give the
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SCRIPTURE & STUDY HELPS

Strong’s Greek #1100, “glossa” — the tongue; by implication, a language. biblehub.com/greek/1100

Ellen G. White, The Acts of the Apostles, p. 50 {AA 50.2}. egwwritings.org

All Scripture is quoted from the King James Version (KJV). Adventist pioneer writings are cited for study and
comment.
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