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INTRODUCTION

Identifying the Antichrist of Bible Prophecy

In this series of doctrinal lessons we will identify who the Antichrist of Bible prophecy is with ten

undeniable facts. Scripture does not leave the identity of this power to speculation; it draws a detailed

prophetic portrait, and history has confirmed it. We let the Bible interpret itself, testing every claim

by “the law and to the testimony” (Isaiah 8:20). The study runs in one continuous sequence — from

Point 1 through Point 32. Read each reference in your Bible, watch for the Fact # markers, and write

your answers on the lines provided.

OUR OPENING TEXT - 2 JOHN 1:7 (KJV)

“For many deceivers are entered into the world, who confess not that Jesus Christ is come in the

flesh. This is a deceiver and an antichrist.”
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FACT #1

3. What does 2 John 1:7 call the antichrist?— Read: 2 John 1:7

4. What warning did Jesus and Paul leave for us for these last days?— Read: Matthew 24:4;
2 Thessalonians 2:3

a) What names does Paul give the antichrist power?— Read: 2 Thessalonians 2:3

FACT #2

5. According to 2 Thessalonians 2:4, what will the antichrist do? (First phrase.)— Read: 2 Thessalonians 2:4

6. In Matthew 24:4 Jesus said, “take heed that no man deceive you.” What did He say many would do to
deceive?— Read: Matthew 24:5

7. NoTE While there have been many who have claimed to be Christ or the Messiah, we will clearly
identify who the antichrist entity is — with the men at its head who claim to sit in the place of God
and receive worship. Read the following.

“The Pope takes the place of Jesus Christ on earth... by divine right the pope has supreme and full power in faith and
morals over each and every pastor and his flock. He is the true Vicar of Christ, the head of the entire church, the
father and teacher of all Christians. He is the infallible ruler, the founder of dogmas, the author of and the judge of
councils; the universal ruler of truth, the arbiter of the world, the supreme judge of heaven and earth, the judge of
all, being judged by one, God himself on earth.”

— The New York Catholic Catechism

In his encyclical “The Reunion of Christendom” (1885), Pope Leo XIII stated that the pope holds “upon this earth
the place of God Almighty.”

— Pope Leo XllI

“The Pope is of so great dignity, and so exalted, that he is not a mere man, but as it were God, and the vicar of God.”

— Ferraris’ Ecclesiastical Dictionary
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8. The previous point showed us that the Popes of Rome and the Roman Catholic system are the
Antichrist. Read 2 Thessalonians 2:7. Paul states that the mystery of iniquity was already at work in
his day, and that another power would “let” (restrain) until it was taken out of the way. Which
power was ruling in Paul’s time and later gave way to the little horn power of Daniel 7:7-8?— Read:
Philippians 4:22; Luke 2:1, 3

9. NoTE Notice thata horn represents a king in Scripture (Daniel 7:24). So the king or ruler that
exalts and magnifies himself against God is the little horn power — the Papacy, Roman
Catholicism.

FACT #3

10. The little horn power of Daniel 7 & 8 is the Papacy, which arose out of the Roman Empire. It
subdued three kingdoms — the Vandals, the Ostrogoths, and the Heruli. Read Daniel 7:25. What is
the first thing listed that this little horn (Antichrist power) did?— Read: Daniel 7:25

11. What does it mean to speak great words against the most High? (The beast of Revelation 13:1-10 is
also a symbol of the Antichrist power.)— Read: Revelation 13:5-6

12. What are two definitions of blasphemy?— Read: John 10:33; Mark 2:5-7

FACT #4

13. What did the little horn think to change in Daniel 7:25?— Read: Daniel 7:25

14. God’s laws are the Ten Commandments found in Exodus 20:3-17. Which one in particular specifies
the ‘time’ to worship God?— Read: Exodus 20:8-11; Deuteronony 5:12-14

15. Which day does the Roman Catholic Church teach is the sabbath day, and who claims responsibility
for attempting to change the seventh-day sabbath commandment?
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Question — Which is the Sabbath day? Answer — Saturday is the Sabbath day. Question — Why do we observe
Sunday instead of Saturday? Answer — We observe Sunday instead of Saturday because the Catholic Church, in the
Council of Laodicea (A.D. 364), transferred the solemnity from Saturday to Sunday.

— Peter Geiermann, C.S.S.R., The Convert’s Catechism of Catholic Doctrine, p. 50, 3rd ed., 1957

FACT #5

16. According to Daniel 7:25, the little horn or antichrist would do what to God’s saints?— Read:
Daniel 7:25

17. The Papacy historically warred against God’s saints. For how long did they war against the saints?
— Read: Daniel 7:21, 25

18. The “time, times, and the dividing of a time” is prophetic time. Read Revelation 12:14 and then
verse 6. How many prophetic days does the “time, times, and a half” represent? (The answer is in
verse 6.)— Read: Revelation 12:14, 6

I9. NOTE Using the day-for-a-year principle (Ezekiel 4:6; Numbers 14:34), the 1260 prophetic days
point to 1260 literal years of Papal reign and persecution of God’s saints. This period is also
confirmed in Revelation 13:5-7, stating that the Papacy ruled for 42 prophetic months — 1260
literal years, from A.D. 538 to A.D. 1798. Don'’t be fooled: the Papacy, with its allies, will inflict
persecution in the near future against God’s saints again (Revelation 13:12, 15).

20. Martin Luther, the Protestant Reformer, lived during the Papal reign. Who did he declare to be the
antichrist? (See below.)

When the papal bull reached Luther, he said: “I despise and attack it, as impious, false.... It is Christ Himself who is
condemned therein.... I rejoice in having to bear such ills for the best of causes. Already I feel greater liberty in my
heart; for at last I know that the pope is antichrist, and that his throne is that of Satan himself.”

— D’Aubigné, b. 6, ch. 9; The Great Controversy, p. 141

FACT #6

21. The Antichrist will wield religious and political power. We have already proved that it is a religious
entity, because it blasphemes God by claiming to forgive sins and to be God. What else does the
Antichrist want to receive, just like Satan the chief Antichrist?— Read: Revelation 13:12; Matthew 4:8-10
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22. Who is the Antichrist connected to and in league with?— Read: Revelation 17:2

The Holy See at the United Nations
The Holy See Celebrates 54 Years As Permanent Observer To The United Nations.
HOLYSEEMISSION.ORG - SEE SOURCES 8

22, NoTE The Papacy is called a beast in Revelation 13:1-2. A beast represents a nation (Daniel 7:17,
23), and the Papacy is also called the little horn. Therefore we see that it is a small nation
comprised of a union of church and state, with the religious side at the head. This description fits
none other than the Vatican, the Roman Catholic Church.

FACT #7

23. What will the Antichrist, along with his allies, work or perform?— Read: 2 Thessalonians 2:9;
Revelation 16:13-14; Revelation 13:13

24. Notice the so-called miracles that the Catholic Church claims as its own.

Miracles of the Church /

The Miracles of the Church website is devoted to the extraordinary miracles that have occurred in the Catholic
Church throughout the centuries, including miracles of the Eucharist, miracles through the intercession of the
saints, blood miracles, incorruptible bodies of the saints, and many others. The author endeavors to be always
faithful to the Catholic Church and its teachings.

MIRACLESOFTHECHURCH.COM - SEE SOURCES 9

FACT #8

25. What will people not be able to do unless they worship the Antichrist and his erroneous Sunday-
sabbath?— Read: Revelation 13:16-17

2) What then must the Antichrist have control over? (Answer: he must control the global financial
economy through the merchants.)— Read: Revelation 18:11, 15

FACT #9

26. The Antichrist will be on the earth until a certain future event. Which event is this, and what will
happen to the Antichrist at that time?— Read: 2 Thessalonians 2:8

a) Bonus: Daniel 8:25, speaking of the Antichrist, says that he will be “broken without hand.” Where
is that phrase also found in the book of Daniel, and what does it represent? Write your answer.
— Read: Daniel 8:25
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FACT #10

27.

29.

30.

Read 2 John 1:7 and 1 John 4:3. What will the Antichrist claim about Jesus?— Read: 2 John 1:7; 1 John 4:3

What kind of flesh did Jesus have when He came to the earth?— Read: Romans 8:3; Philippians 2:6-7;
Hebrews 2:11, 16-17

Which church teaches that Jesus came to earth, not in the likeness of sinful flesh, but with a sinless
nature? (See below.)

“The Immaculate Conception is a Catholic dogma that states that Mary, whose conception was brought about the
normal way, was conceived without original sin or its stain. That’s what ‘immaculate’ means: without stain.” ...
“The essence of original sin consists in the deprivation of sanctifying grace, and its stain is a corrupt nature. Mary
was preserved from these defects by God’s grace; from the first instant of her existence she was in the state of
sanctifying grace and was free from the corrupt nature original sin brings.”

— catholic.com - see Sources 10 /

NoTE If Mary was conceived without a sinful nature and was therefore free from sin, then it would
imply that her mother, grandmother, great-grandmother, and so on were also sinless beings. From
this erroneous doctrine of the Immaculate Conception is derived the belief that Jesus was born
with a sinless nature, such as Adam had before his fall. According to the Bible, this is a false
doctrine — and a teaching of the Antichrist.

The word “antichrist” is used in Scripture not only of a system but of a spirit — one that must be
recognized and rejected in every heart. Answer these final questions before the appeal that follows.

31.

32.

As we close, let us look at the way “antichrist” is used in Scripture and make personal application.
What spirit did John declare was already in the world in his time?— Read: 1 John 4:3; 1 John 2:18

What should our prayer be in order to have the spirit of Jesus and reject the spirit of the Antichrist?
— Read: Psalm 51:10-12
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THE APPEAL

A Clean Heart, a Right Spirit

John declared that the spirit of antichrist was already in the world in his day (1 John
4:3; 1 John 2:18). The same spirit — which exalts self in the place of God and denies
Christ come in the flesh — still seeks a home in the human heart. To reject it, we need

more than information; we need transformation.

PSALM 51:10-12 (KJV)
“Create in me a clean heart, O God; and renew a right spirit within me. Cast me not
away from thy presence; and take not thy holy spirit from me. Restore unto me the

joy of thy salvation; and uphold me with thy free spirit.”

Will you make this your prayer today — to receive the Spirit of Jesus and reject the spirit

of the Antichrist?
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