
1. In this Sabbath School Lesson, we will study which groups will persecute God’s faithful people in these last days, and we will 
prove that the persecution of Christians around the world is alive today. We will identify who “they” represents in Matthew 24:9, 
which will persecute God’s faithful servants.  

2. What did Jesus tell His disciples would occur in the last days before the end of the world? Matthew 24:3, 7  
 
___________________________________________________________________________________________________ 

a) In Matthew 24:8, how did Jesus describe these events? ______________________________________________________ 

3. Read Matthew 24:9. What does the word affliction mean? Mark 4:17; Job 5:6 Answer: The number for affliction in the Greek 
of the Strong’s Concordance is 2346. It means anguish, burdened, persecution, trouble, tribulation.  

4. Current Events: Trump Threatens to Send US Military to Nigeria Stop Slaughter of Christians 
YouTube.com/watch?v=WtpUqZddmv4 
 
Nigerian Christians Being Hunted and Killed | Prayer Link - November 4, 2025 
YouTube.com/watch?v=mKB5Wi9CEQw 
 
President Trump threatens military action in Nigeria over 'killing of Christians' 
YouTube.com/watch?v=DRMBCnJbq6o 

5. Read the following quotation from the book The Great Controversy which will show us from whom God’s people can expect 
affliction or persecution. We will analyze each of these categories throughout our study. 

	 “Many are the ways by which Satan works through human influence to bind his captives. He secures multitudes to 
himself by attaching them by the silken cords of affection to those who are enemies of the cross of Christ. Whatever this 
attachment may be, parental, filial [children], conjugal [spouse], or social, the effect is the same; the opposers of truth exert 
their power to control the conscience, and the souls held under their sway have not sufficient courage or independence to obey 
their own convictions of duty.” {GC 597.1} 

6. Note: Let us analyze the parental and filial attachments which will bring affliction to God’s people. 

7. Between whom will there be division according to Matthew 10:34-36?  
 
___________________________________________________________________________________________________ 

8. What historical and Biblical account shows us an example of Matthew 10:34-36? Luke 21:5-6, 20  
 
___________________________________________________________________________________________________ 

	 “The long-suffering of God toward Jerusalem only confirmed the Jews in their stubborn impenitence. In their hatred 
and cruelty toward the disciples of Jesus they rejected the last offer of mercy. Then God withdrew His protection from them and 
removed His restraining power from Satan and his angels, and the nation was left to the control of the leader she had chosen. Her 
children had spurned the grace of Christ, which would have enabled them to subdue their evil impulses, and now these became 
the conquerors. Satan aroused the fiercest and most debased passions of the soul. Men did not reason; they were beyond 
reason —controlled by impulse and blind rage. They became satanic in their cruelty. In the family and in the nation, 
among the highest and the lowest classes alike, there was suspicion, envy, hatred, strife, rebellion, murder. There was no 
safety anywhere. Friends and kindred betrayed one another. Parents slew their children, and children their parents. The 
rulers of the people had no power to rule themselves. Uncontrolled passions made them tyrants. The Jews had accepted 
false testimony to condemn the innocent Son of God. Now false accusations made their own lives uncertain. By their actions they 
had long been saying: “Cause the Holy One of Israel to cease from before us.” Isaiah 30:11. Now their desire was granted. The 
fear of God no longer disturbed them. Satan was at the head of the nation, and the highest civil and religious authorities were 
under his sway. {GC 28.1} 

9. Note: Unconverted parents and unconverted children will cause many people to be lost. As a result, when God is pouring out 
His wrath of the seven last plaques, children and parents will be blaming each other for losing eternal life.  
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10. The aforementioned questions point to division in the household. Let us look at the affliction that will also come from siblings. 
How did Joseph describe the land of Egypt? Genesis 41:52  
 
___________________________________________________________________________________________________ 

a)Who caused Joseph to be sent to Egypt? Genesis 37:23-28 ___________________________________________________ 

11. Why did they not like Joseph? Genesis 37:3-4 and verses 5-8  
 
___________________________________________________________________________________________________ 

	 “There was one [of Jacob’s children], however, of a widely different character—the elder son of Rachel, Joseph, 
whose rare personal beauty seemed but to reflect an inward beauty of mind and heart. Pure, active, and joyous, the lad gave 
evidence also of moral earnestness and firmness. He listened to his father’s instructions, and loved to obey God. The 
qualities that afterward distinguished him in Egypt—gentleness, fidelity, and truthfulness—were already manifest in his 
daily life. His mother being dead, his affections clung the more closely to the father, and Jacob’s heart was bound up in this child 
of his old age. He “loved Joseph more than all his children.” {PP 209.1} 

12. Let’s transition to examine the conjugal attachments which will bring affliction upon God’s people in these last days. What did 
Delilah ask Samson? Judges 16:5, 6  
 
___________________________________________________________________________________________________ 

13. Note: Conjugal attachments primarily point to spouses or married couples giving each other up to be persecuted and even 
killed. Unconverted husbands and wives will do this to each other because they hate the truth, hate Jesus, and hate their 
godly spouses. However, there is a secondary application for conjugal attachments. See the following questions. 

14. Does the Bible record that Samson and Delilah were married? Judges 16:4 (Scan all of Judges 16) ____________________ 

15. What type of ungodly relationships will lead people to be afflicted if they do not surrender all to Jesus? 2 Corinthians 6:14;    
1 Corinthians 6:9-11; Hebrews 13:4  
 
___________________________________________________________________________________________________ 

16. Let us focus on the social attachments which will cause affliction. Who does Job say should show pity to the afflicted?       
Job 6:14  
 
___________________________________________________________________________________________________ 

17. Which central figure of the Bible was afflicted? Isaiah 53:3-7; Luke 22:39, 44  
 
___________________________________________________________________________________________________ 

a)What did Jesus call Judas yet, how did he treat the Son of God? Matthew 26:47-50; 23, 24; Psalm 41:9  
 
___________________________________________________________________________________________________ 

	 “John and Judas are representatives of those who profess to be Christ’s followers. Both these disciples had the 
same opportunities to study and follow the divine Pattern. Both were closely associated with Jesus and were privileged to 
listen to His teaching. Each possessed serious defects of character; and each had access to the divine grace that transforms 
character. But while one in humility was learning of Jesus, the other revealed that he was not a doer of the word, but a 
hearer only. One, daily dying to self and overcoming sin, was sanctified through the truth; the other, resisting the 
transforming power of grace and indulging selfish desires, was brought into bondage to Satan." {AA 558.1} 

18. What does Jesus call those who believe on Him and receive His righteousness? James 2:23 _________________________ 

19. Notice that Matthew 24:9 says, “Then shall they deliver you up to be afflicted”. What similar words are found in John 18:29, 
30?  
 
___________________________________________________________________________________________________ 

a)Who does “they” represent in John 18:30? John 18:31  
 
___________________________________________________________________________________________________ 
 
 



b)Were the Jews the only ones who 'delivered Jesus up to be afflicted’? John 18:12, 28, 29; Luke 23:11-12  
 
___________________________________________________________________________________________________ 

20. Where do we find in scripture that a union of church and state will persecute God’s commandment-keeping people in the last 
days? Answer: Revelation 13 (See verses 11-17). 

21. Note: We will now have a condensed study on Revelation 13:11-18. This scripture brings to view the United States of 
America as the “beast coming up out of the earth” (verse 11). Based on Revelation 13:14, who does the word “they” refer to? 
The answer is found in the verse.  
 
___________________________________________________________________________________________________ 

22. What is the lamb-like beast saying to those who dwell on the earth? Revelation 13:14  
 
___________________________________________________________________________________________________ 

23. Note: The phrase “them that dwell on the earth” does not include God’s faithful people since they understand that a call to 
form an “image to the beast” (Sunday observance by law & a union of church and state) is not of God and goes against His 
commandments. See Revelation 14:9 ,10, 12. 

24. How do we know that the forming of the image of the beast is connected to false worship? Revelation 13:15  
 
___________________________________________________________________________________________________ 

25. Note: Furthermore, consider that the phrase “image of the beast” means a replica or mirror of another beast. This “first 
beast” is the Papacy found in Revelation 13:1-10. One of the primary traits of the Papacy, historically and now, is that it is 
made up of a union of church and state (study Revelation 13:1). Therefore, the United States of America will merge church 
and state to enforce false Sunday worship as the Papacy did between 538 AD - 1798 AD. This enforcement of Sunday 
worship will spread to the entire world along with persecution for dissenters. (Further study: Read Great Controversy 
Chapter 25: God’s Law Immutable). 

26. As we transition, let us focus on the life of Jesus and how His sufferings bring us hope and peace. Who suffers with us during 
our times of affliction? Isaiah 63:9  
 
___________________________________________________________________________________________________ 

27. Note: When we go through afflictions, what should give us hope is the knowledge that although our parents, children, 
siblings, spouses, friends, church members, acquaintances and the world persecute us, Jesus has gone through the same 
things as well and has overcome. 

28. How did Jesus suffer affliction from His parents and siblings? Matthew 12:46-50  
 
___________________________________________________________________________________________________ 

 
	 “Jesus loved His brothers, and treated them with unfailing kindness; but they were jealous of Him, and manifested 
the most decided unbelief and contempt. They could not understand His conduct…They could understand the mystery of 
His mission no more than the friends of Job could understand his humiliation and suffering. {DA 87.3}  

	 “Jesus was misunderstood by His brothers because He was not like them. His standard was not their standard…
Because the life of Jesus condemned evil, He was opposed, both at home and abroad. His unselfishness and integrity 
were commented on with a sneer. His forbearance and kindness were termed cowardice. {DA 88.1} 

29. Who does the Bible say is the spouse of Christ, and in what ways do we cause Jesus to suffer? Ephesians 5:23, 25;    
James 4:4; Hebrews 6:6  
 
___________________________________________________________________________________________________ 

30. What is God’s promise to those who are afflicted and who surrender all to Jesus in order to stop causing Him suffering? 
Psalm 34:19; Psalm 18:27  
 
___________________________________________________________________________________________________	  
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