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IRREFUTABLE PROOF FOR
THE INVESTIGATIVE JUDGMENT

1. Inthis Sabbath School Lesson, we will discover irrefutable proof for the investigative judgment by studying the fifth and sixth
trumpet or the first woe and second woe. We also will answer two objections that are used to try and discredit the investigative
judgment.

2. Current Event: The Doctrines of Seventh-day Adventism are being scrutinized and criticized. See the following quotation
which foretold of these events.

Our people have been regarded as too insignificant to be worthy of notice, but a change will come; the movements
are now being made. The Christian world is now making movements which will necessarily bring the commandment-
keeping people to notice. There is a daily suppression of God's truth for the theories and false doctrines of human origin. There
are plans and movements being set on foot to enslave the consciences of those who would be loyal to God. The law-making
powers will be against God's people. Every soul will be tested. O that we would as a people be wise for ourselves and by
precept and example impart that wisdom to our children! Every position of our faith will be searched into, and if we are not
thorough Bible students, established, strengthened, settled, the wisdom of the world's great men will be too much for us.
—Letter 12, 1886. {2SM 386.2}

3. Note: Leading up to October 22, 1844, the millerite-adventist pioneers were studying and teaching Revelation 9 - the first
two woes (fifth and sixth trumpet). Here is a brief recap of the fifth trumpet, first woe. In Revelation 9:7-10, locusts are used
symbolically to describe an army of men from the deserts of Arabia, namely: the followers of Mohammad or Muslims. During
the fifth trumpet, they were given five months to hurt men. Since this is prophetic time, the five months represent 150
literal years (one biblical month has thirty days - compare Genesis 7:11, 24 and Genesis 8:3, 4. Also remember that one day
in prophecy represent a literal year - Numbers 14:34 and Ezekiel 4:6.)

According to Revelation 9:11, the five prophetic months or 150 literal years began when the followers of Muhammed were
united under one general or king. After Muhammed’s death in 632 A.D., his followers were never united until July 27, 1299
under General Othman from whom we derive the name: the Ottoman Empire. Therefore, Revelation 9:1-12 shows us the
significant time period in which Islam would terrorize the nations; from July 27, 1299 until July 27, 1449. See the quotation
below for confirmation and the link for a complete study on the fifth trumpet, first woe.

“They had a king over them, which is the angel of the bottomless pit, whose name is . . . Destroyer.’ This character
might in truth be imputed to the Arab caliphs, who directed the armies for so many years after the death of Mohammed;
but it is especially applicable to Othman, the founder of the Ottoman Empire. This, the first attempted centralization of
government was the outgrowth of the doctrines of Mohammed. ‘Othman,’ says the historian, ‘possessed, and perhaps surpassed,
the ordinary virtues of a soldier; and the circumstances of time and place were propitious to his independence and success.’ The
close of the thirteenth century was near. The Crusades had thrust Europe against the Turks in a most reckless manner.
Constantinople had numerous emperors, but the Greek government grew weaker, and the time of its destruction was stealthily
approaching. ‘It was on July 27 a. d., 1299,’ says Gibbon, ‘that Othman first invaded the territory of Nicomedia; and the singular
accuracy of the date seems to disclose some foresight of the rapid and destructive growth of the monster.” More than human
foresight recorded this date with such definiteness. To the prophet on Patmos, it had been revealed that ‘their power was to hurt
men five months.’...It closed July 27, 1449.” {1905 SNH, SSP 171.2}

https://www.prophesyagain.org/wp-content/uploads/2021/09/Notes/Fifth-Trumpet-First-Woe.pdf

4. Let's briefly study the sixth trumpet or second woe. Read Revelation 9:12-14. What does an angel represent in Bible
prophecy? Galatians 4:14; Acts 6:15 Answer: A person or a messenger.

5. Note: The four angels brought to view under the sixth trumpet, in one sense, represent four leaders of four armies of
horsemen. See Revelation 9:14-16.

6. Which countries primarily surround the great river Euphrates? What religion do they profess? Answer: The countries that
surround the great river Euphrates are Turkey, Syria, Iraq, and Iran. These countries profess the religion of Islam.

Note the following words of church historian Alonzo T. Jones: “The four angels here mentioned, that were bound in the great river
Euphrates and that were at this time to be loosed, refer to the four great sultanies -- Bagdad, Damascus, Iconium, and Aleppo --
of which at that time the Mohammedan power was composed. The command to loose these signifies, in short, the letting loose of all
the elements of Mohammedanism for the final sweeping away of the last element of the Empire of Rome.

{1901 Alonzo T. Jones, Great Nations Today, 72.2}



http://www.prophesyagain.com
https://www.prophesyagain.org/wp-content/uploads/2021/09/Notes/Fifth-Trumpet-First-Woe.pdf

Note the following words of another church historian Uriah Smith: “When the sixth angel sounded, a voice was heard, saying, Loose
the four angels which are bound in the great river Euphrates. The river Euphrates must here be taken for a symbol of that kingdom of
which it was the principal river, which was the Ottoman or Turkish Empire. The four angels are supposed to mean the four chief
Sultans of which that Empire was composed. These were Iconium, Aleppo, Damascus, and Bagdad. They were loosed so that
they should hereafter have not simply the power of tormenting, but of destroying.” {1878 Uriah Smith, The Biblical Institute, 264.2}

“The Four Angels - These were the four principal sultans of which the Ottoman empire was composed, located in the country
watered by the great river Euphrates. These sultans were situated at Aleppo, Iconium, Damascus, and Bagdad. Previously they
had been restrained; but God commanded, and they were loosed.” {1897 Uriah Smith, Daniel and the Revelation, 508.1}
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7. How long were these Muslim warriors to terrorize the world? Revelation 9:14-15

8. How many literal years does this prophecy represent?

a) 1year= Bear in mind that there are 30 days in one biblical month. (compare Genesis 7:11, 24 and
Genesis 8:3, 4). There are 12 months in one biblical year. See Esther 3:7, 13; Esther 8:12; Esther 9:1.

b) 1 month =

c) 1day=

d) 1 hour: 360 [days in a year] = 24 [hours in one day] = days
e) What is the total?

“The four angels were loosed for an hour, a day, a month, and a year, a to slay the third part of men. This period,
during which Ottoman supremacy was to exist, amounts to three hundred ninety- one years and fifteen days. Thus: A
prophetic year is three hundred and sixty prophetic days, or three hundred and sixty literal years; a prophetic month,
thirty prophetic days, is thirty literal years; one prophetic day is one literal year; and an hour, or the twenty-fourth part of
a prophetic day, would be a twenty-fourth part of a literal year, or fifteen days; the whole amounting to three hundred and
ninety- one years and fifteen days.” {DAR1909 508.4}

9. Earlierin the lesson, we discovered that the attacks of Papal Rome by the Mohammedans came to an end on July 27, 1449
at the close of the five months or 150 literal year period. Taking July 27, 1449 as our starting date and going 391 years and
15 days in the future, what date do you come to, which was the date of the fall of the Ottoman Empire?

“In the year 1840 another remarkable fulfillment of prophecy excited widespread interest. Two years before, Josiah Litch, one
of the leading ministers preaching the second advent, published an exposition of Revelation 9, predicting the fall of the Ottoman
Empire. According to his calculations, this power was to be overthrown ‘in A.D. 1840, sometime in the month of August;’ and only a
few days previous to its accomplishment he wrote: ‘Allowing the first period, 150 years, to have been exactly fulfilled before
Deacozes ascended the throne by permission of the Turks, and that the 391 years, fifteen days, commenced at the close
of the first period, it will end on the 11th of August, 1840, when the Ottoman power in Constantinople may be expected to




be broken. And this, | believe, will be found to be the case.’--Josiah Litch, in Signs of the Times, and Expositor of Prophecy, Aug.
1, 1840.” {GC 334.4}

‘At the very time specified, Turkey, through her ambassadors, accepted the protection of the allied powers of Europe, and
thus placed herself under the control of Christian nations. The event exactly fulfilled the prediction. When it became known,
multitudes were convinced of the correctness of the principles of prophetic interpretation adopted by Miller and his
associates, and a wonderful impetus was given to the advent movement. Men of learning and position united with Miller, both in
preaching and in publishing his views, and from 1840 to 1844 the work rapidly extended.” {GC 335.1}

Further Insight: On August 11, 1840, the weakened Ottoman Empire surrendered for the first time in centuries to the four
European nations or Great Powers of Russia, Austria, Prussia (Germany), and Great Britain by accepting their aid to prevent Egypt
from conquering the Ottoman Empire. Today we recognize that the final dissolution of the Ottoman Empire happened in 1922,
forming the modern country of Turkey. But that initial surrender happened exactly the day Josiah Litch’s newspaper article
predicted in 1840! This led people to renounce atheism and accept the God of the Bible.

10. Note: The fulfillment of the fall of the Ottoman Empire preached by Josiah Litch is irrefutable proof that the system of
prophetic time reckoning, used by the millerite-adventist pioneers, was indeed true! History confirms the the millerite-
adventists used the same “day for a year” prophetic principle in their study and application of Daniel 8:14 and therefore, we
can undoubtedly conclude that something did occur on October 22, 1844. What took place on that date? Jesus did not return
the earth to cleanse it by fire as they firstly preached, but He moved from the Holy to the Most Holy Place of the heavenly
sanctuary, as they later understood. (See the link for a study on the 2300 day prophecy of Daniel 8:14).
https://www.prophesyagain.org/wp-content/uploads/2025/04/Is-the-Investigative-Judgment-A-Cover-Up-For-
October-22-1844 -STUDENT.pdf

11. We will now address a few objections to the investigative judgment. Some argue that Jesus went to the Most Holy Place to
begin ministering, immediately after His ascension to heaven and not on October 22, 1844. They come to this conclusion
because of the location of the mercy seat (God's throne) in the earthly sanctuary. Let's study.

12. Where did Jesus go to sit when He ascended to heaven after His earthly ministry? Mark 16:19; Acts 2:32-34;

Hebrews 10:11-13

13. The throne of Christ is also called the throne of grace or mercy seat. See Hebrews 4:14,16. What is the primary location of
this throne or seat in the sanctuary? Exodus 25:21, 22; Exodus 26:34

a) Note: The throne of God, primarily, is located above the ark of the covenant, which itself is in the Most Holy Place of the
sanctuary. But this throne can be moved at times into the Holy Place, as we're about to find out.

14. In Revelation 5:1-7, we see Jesus, the Lamb, taking the books with seven seal out of God’s hand who is sitting on the
throne. Let's find out in which compartment of the heavenly sanctuary is this scene taking place. Read Revelation 4:2. What
did John see in heaven?

a) What was burning before the throne? Revelation 4:5

15. Where were the seven lamps or candlestick placed in the sanctuary? Leviticus 24:1-4; Hebrews 9:1-3

a) Note: The seven lamps, which form the golden candlestick, were placed without the vail, as opposed to the ark of covenant
which was placed within the vail, in the Most Holy Place (Exodus 26:33, 34). However, in Revelation 4:5, the candlestick was
seen right before the throne or mercy seat, meaning the throne of God had moved from the Most Holy to the Holy Place at
that time.

16. Read Daniel 7:9. What on the throne was as burning fire?



https://www.prophesyagain.org/wp-content/uploads/2025/04/Is-the-Investigative-Judgment-A-Cover-Up-For-October-22-1844_-STUDENT.pdf
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a) Who came to the Ancient of Days (God the Father) once the judgment was set and the books were opened? Daniel 7:10, 13

17. Note: This scene of Jesus coming in before the Father to do the work of judgment takes place in the Most Holy Place of the
heavenly sanctuary. How can we confirm that? Contextually, this scene takes place after the reign of the Papacy (Daniel
7:7-8, 24-25) which ended in 1798. The next event we see is Jesus coming before the Ancient of Days to begin judgment. As
v(ge have studied in previous lessons, when did Jesus begin the work of investigative judgment according to Daniel 8:14?

ctober 22, 1844,

Therefore, if we follow the type of the earthly sanctuary, Jesus, when He ascended to heaven went to sit and minister at the
right hand of His Father's throne in the Holy Place until October 22, 1844. At that time, we see the throne located in the Most
Holy Place of the heavenly sanctuary according to Daniel 7:9-10, 13. (Further study: See Ezekiel 10:1, 2, 9-11, 15, 19;
Ezekiel 1:1, 5,15-21 for more scriptures that the throne has wheels).

18. Another objection to the doctrine of the investigative judgment is, why does God need to investigative us if He knows
everything? Let us answer this question in a few points. According to scripture, what does God desire that we understand
when He proves us and searches/investigates our lives? Deuteronomy 8:2-3; Psalm 139:23-24

19. Besides humanity, who else on trial? Who else is being judged? Revelation 14:7

a) Further Study: Zechariah 3:1-5 shows us a judgment scene. Satan is standing by to resist or accuse Joshua because of his
sinful, filthy garments. Essentially, Satan is saying, “how is God able to justify and save the sinner and be righteous in doing
s0?” God is on trial so that the worlds can see if God’s judgments are righteous and true. See Psalm 9:8 and Psalm 19:9.

20. In the millennium after the saints are redeemed from the earth, what will they be doing in heaven? Revelation 20:4-5;
1 Corinthians 6:2-3

21. What will the redeemed saints exclaim according to Revelation 15:2-47

a) Will the wicked also acknowledge the righteousness of God’s judgment after He pronounces a final verdict upon everyone’s
case? Revelation 15:4; Romans 14:10-11

(Note: After betraying Jesus, Judas acknowledged that he was a sinner and that Jesus was innocent. This is a type of the
last days when the wicked will worship before God and declare Him to be just and true - Matthew 27:3-5).
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