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“GIVE Us BACK THE STATUE OF LIBERTY!”
LIBERTY OF CONSCIENCE THREATENED!

1. Inthis Sabbath School Lesson, we will study Revelation 11, which deals with the French Revolution. We will also see that these
events are to be repeated in the United States of America.

2. Notice the following news article: French Parliament member wants US to return Statue of Liberty: 'Apparently you
despise it’

A French Parliament member is demanding that the U.S. return the Statue of Liberty to France, who gifted it to the Americans in
the 1880s.

Center-left politician Raphaél Glucksmann made the comments at a recent convention of his political party, Place Publique.

"We're going to say to the Americans who have chosen to side with the tyrants, to the Americans who fired researchers for demanding
scientific freedom: 'Give us back the Statue of Liberty," he told supporters, according to Le Monde, a French newspaper.

"We gave it to you as a gift, but apparently you despise it. So, it will be just fine here at home," he added.
https://www.foxnews.com/world/french-parliament-member-wants-us-return-statue-liberty-apparently-you-despise-it

3. Note: Let us study Revelation 11 to see the origin and the prophetic significance of the Statue of Liberty.

4. Read Revelation 11:1. What was given to John by the angel?

5. What does the rod represent? Jeremiah 1:11-12

6. Based on Revelation 10:2 and Daniel 12:4, 7, what year was this book opened and knowledge of the Bible and prophecy
was increased?

7. Note: The word ‘measure’ means to judge or examine (see Matthew 7:2). Revelation 11:1 mentions that the rod was given to
measure or judge the temple, the altar, and those who worship in the temple. This is directing our minds to a sanctuary.
Around the year 1798, was there a temple in Jerusalem? No. This is referring to the heavenly sanctuary and the time when
God would begin His work of investigative judgment. See Hebrews 8:1, 2. The scripture which the early Advent Pioneers
studied, which was connected to God’s work of judgment in the heavenly sanctuary was Daniel 8:14. They confirmed from
scripture that on October 22, 1844, Jesus moved into the Most Holy Place of the Heavenly Sanctuary to commence His work
of judgment. This is what Revelation 11:1 is showing us.

8. Read Revelation 11:2, 3. The Gentiles are those who reigned for the 42 month period, which is the same as the 1260 day
period. Which power reigned for 42 prophetic months in Bible prophecy? Revelation 13:4-5

9. How much time does the 42 months represent? Answer: It represents the same time frame as the 1260 day period and the
time, times, and half a time which turns out to be 1260 literal years. There are 12 months in a Biblical year. 42 months
divided by 12 will give you 3 1/2 prophetic years which is equal to the “time, times, and half a time” period. Compare
Revelation 11:2, 3 with Revelation 13:5. Also compare Revelation 12:14, 6 and Daniel 7:25.

“The periods here mentioned—"“forty and two months,” and “a thousand two hundred and threescore days”--are the
same, alike representing the time in which the church of Christ was to suffer oppression from Rome. The 1260 years of
papal supremacy began in A.D. 538, and would therefore terminate in 1798. At that time a French army entered Rome and made
the pope a prisoner, and he died in exile. Though a new pope was soon afterward elected, the papal hierarchy has never since
been able to wield the power which it before possessed.” {GC 266.3}
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10. Read Revelation 11:3-4. What other names are given to the two witnesses?

11. What do these two witnesses, two olive trees, two candlesticks represent? Psalm 119:105

12. Read Revelation 11:5. What is the meaning of this denunciation against those who hurt the word of God?
Revelation 22:18, 19

13. Revelation 11:6 is further evidence that the two witnesses represent the word of God. The Bible is divided into two primary
parts: which portions of the Bible contain references to heaven being shut and plagues falling on the earth? 1 Kings 18:1-2
with James 5:17 and Exodus 7:19 with Revelation 16

14. Read Revelation 11:7. The time period when the two witnesses “finished their testimony” was in 1798 at the expiration of the
42 prophetic month time period. Who does this beast represent that came out of the bottomless pit around the time of 1798
to make war with the word of God? Daniel 7:17, 23 Answer: A beast represents a nation; this nation points to France. We
will confirm this in the next few points.

15. Read Revelation 11:8. This nation or “great city” is spiritually called Sodom and Egypt. What were Sodom and Egypt known
for in scripture, and which nation accurately fits this description? Genesis 19:4-5; Ezekiel 16:49; Exodus 5:2

“This prophecy has received a most exact and striking fulfillment in the history of France. During the Revolution, in
1793, “the world for the first time heard an assembly of men, born and educated in civilization, and assuming the right to govern
one of the finest of the European nations, uplift their united voice to deny the most solemn truth which man's soul receives, and
renounce unanimously the belief and worship of a Deity."—Sir Walter Scott, Life of Napoleon, vol. 1, ch. 17. “France is the only
nation in the world concerning which the authentic record survives, that as a nation she lifted her hand in open rebellion
against the Author of the universe. Plenty of blasphemers, plenty of infidels, there have been, and still continue to be, in
England, Germany, Spain, and elsewhere; but France stands apart in the world's history as the single state which, by the
decree of her Legislative Assembly, pronounced that there was no God, and of which the entire population of the capital,
and a vast majority elsewhere, women as well as men, danced and sang with joy in accepting the announcement.”—
Blackwood's Magazine, November, 1870.” {GC 269.4}

“France presented also the characteristics which especially distinguished Sodom. During the Revolution there was
manifest a state of moral debasement and corruption similar to that which brought destruction upon the cities of the plain. And the
historian presents together the atheism and the licentiousness of France, as given in the prophecy: “Intimately connected with
these laws affecting religion, was that which reduced the union of marriage—the most sacred engagement which human
beings can form, and the permanence of which leads most strongly to the consolidation of society—to the state of a
mere civil contract of a transitory character, which any two persons might engage in and cast loose at pleasure.... If fiends
had set themselves to work to discover a mode of most effectually destroying whatever is venerable, graceful, or permanent in
domestic life, and of obtaining at the same time an assurance that the mischief which it was their object to create should be
perpetuated from one generation to another, they could not have invented a more effectual plan than the degradation of
marriage.... Sophie Arnoult, an actress famous for the witty things she said, described the republican marriage as ‘the sacrament
of adultery.”—Scott, vol. 1, ch. 17.” {GC 270.1}

16. Note: Read Revelation 11:9-10. The understanding of these verses can be summed up in the following quotations showing
how France previously took part in killing God’s Protestant Reformers, how during the French Revolution, they uplifted the
god of reason, while simultaneously rejecting the God of heaven, and how they publicly burned the Bible and rejoiced
because of these sins.

“Century after century the blood of the saints had been shed. While the Waldenses laid down their lives upon the
mountains of Piedmont “for the word of God, and for the testimony of Jesus Christ,” similar witness to the truth had
been borne by their brethren, the Albigenses of France. In the days of the Reformation its disciples had been put to death
with horrible tortures. King and nobles, highborn women and delicate maidens, the pride and chivalry of the nation, had
feasted their eyes upon the agonies of the martyrs of Jesus. The brave Huguenots, battling for those rights which the
human heart holds most sacred, had poured out their blood on many a hard-fought field. The Protestants were counted
as outlaws, a price was set upon their heads, and they were hunted down like wild beasts.” {GC 271.2}

“But blackest in the black catalogue of crime, most horrible among the fiendish deeds of all the dreadful centuries,
was the St. Bartholomew Massacre. The world still recalls with shuddering horror the scenes of that most cowardly and cruel



onslaught. The king of France, urged on by Romish priests and prelates, lent his sanction to the dreadful work. A bell, tolling at
dead of night, was a signal for the slaughter. Protestants by thousands, sleeping quietly in their homes, trusting to the
plighted honor of their king, were dragged forth without a warning and murdered in cold blood.” {GC 272.1}

https://www.britannica.com/event/Massacre-of-Saint-Bartholomews-Day

17. What did France worship as a manifestation of her legalizing atheism and immorality?

“The fool hath said in his heart, There is no God.” Psalm 14:1. And the Lord declares concerning the perverters of the truth:
“Their folly shall be manifest unto all.” 2 Timothy 3:9. After France had renounced the worship of the living God, “the high and
lofty One that inhabiteth eternity,” it was only a little time till she descended to degrading idolatry, by the worship of the
Goddess of Reason, in the person of a profligate woman. And this in the representative assembly of the nation, and by its
highest civil and legislative authorities! Says the historian: “One of the ceremonies of this insane time stands unrivaled for
absurdity combined with impiety. The doors of the Convention were thrown open to a band of musicians, preceded by whom, the
members of the municipal body entered in solemn procession, singing a hymn in praise of liberty, and escorting, as the object of
their future worship, a veiled female, whom they termed the Goddess of Reason. Being brought within the bar, she was unveiled
with great form, and placed on the right of the president, when she was generally recognized as a dancing girl of the opera.... To
this person, as the fittest representative of that reason whom they worshiped, the National Convention of France rendered public
homage.” {GC 275.1}

“Said the orator who introduced the worship of Reason: “Legislators! Fanaticism has given way to reason. Its bleared eyes
could not endure the brilliancy of the light. This day an immense concourse has assembled beneath those gothic vaults, which, for
the first time, re-echoed the truth. There the French have celebrated the only true worship.—that of Liberty, that of Reason.
There we have formed wishes for the prosperity of the arms of the Republic. There we have abandoned inanimate idols for
?I?e1ascEnd c1;02r thagt)}animated image, the masterpiece of nature.”—M. A. Thiers, History of the French Revolution, vol. 2, pp. 370,

71 75.

“This was followed, not long afterward, by the public burning of the Bible. On one occasion “the Popular Society of the
Museum” entered the hall of the municipality, exclaiming, “Vive la Raison!” and carrying on the top of a pole the half-burned
remains of several books, among others breviaries, missals, and the Old and New Testaments, which “expiated in a great fire,”
said the president, “all the fooleries which they have made the human race commit."—Journal of Paris, 1793, No. 318. Quoted in
Buchez-Roux, Collection of Parliamentary History, vol. 30, pp. 200, 201.” {GC 276.3}

18. Note: Revelation 11:14 lets us know that these scenes all took place under the sixth trumpet or second woe, which we
discovered from a previous lesson covered the time period of July 27, 1499 to August 11, 1840. Is the spirit of reason above
scripture still alive today? Do we see the same principles of Sodom and Egypt that were prevalent in Egypt presently? Let us
now connect Revelation 11 to our lifetime.

19. What statue was given to America as a gift from France, which represents the same profligate woman that was deified by
France during the French Revolution?

20. Note: The Goddess of Reason, The Statue of Liberty represents freedom from God’s Law.

“Statue of Liberty Celebrates 130th Anniversary of Arrival in NYC...On June 17, 1885 -- 130 years ago -- the Statue of
Liberty arrived in New York harbor. A gift of friendship from France to commemorate the ideals shared by French and
American governments, the statue arrived in New York harbor in more than 300 pieces, according to the National Parks Service.”
https://www.nbcnewyork.com/news/local/statue-of-liberty-130-arrival-birthday-anniversary-lady-france-usa/976571/

21. When did the spirit of Sodomy officially get its approval from the entire nation of America? Answer: June 26, 2015

Supreme Court Declares Same-Sex Marriage Legal In All 50 States

“States cannot keep same-sex couples from marrying and must recognize their unions, the Supreme Court says in a ruling that for
months has been the focus of speculation. The decision was 5-4.”
https://www.npr.org/sections/thetwo-way/2015/06/26/417717613/supreme-court-rules-all-states-must-allow-same-sex-marriages

22. Note: Legalized Sodomy is legalized atheism. When licentiousness, immorality, and reason are placed above the word of
God, it is substituting the commandments of men for the commandments of God. Proverbs 14:34 says, “Righteousness
exalteth a nation: but sin is a reproach to any people.”
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23. Based on Bible prophecy, what was the reason for America’s rise to power? Revelation 13:11; 1 Corinthians 10:29;
Daniel 8:3, 20; Ezra 1:1-3; 6:7, 8, 14; Ezra 7:12,13

The lamblike horns indicate youth, innocence, and gentleness, fitly representing the character of the United States
when presented to the prophet as “coming up” in 1798. Among the Christian exiles who first fled to America and sought
an asylum from royal oppression and priestly intolerance were many who determined to establish a government upon the
broad foundation of civil and religious liberty. Their views found place in the Declaration of Independence, which sets forth the
great truth that “all men are created equal” and endowed with the inalienable right to “life, liberty, and the pursuit of happiness.”
And the Constitution guarantees to the people the right of self-government, providing that representatives elected by the popular
vote shall enact and administer the laws. Freedom of religious faith was also granted, every man being permitted to worship
God according to the dictates of his conscience. Republicanism and Protestantism became the fundamental principles of
the nation. These principles are the secret of its power and prosperity. {GC 441.1}

24. Read Revelation 13:11. How does America speak?

25. A nation speaks through its laws. Which other nation in the Bible is represented as a dragon? What did it do to God’s
people? Ezekiel 29:2, 3; Exodus 2:23

26. Read the following headlines which show the promotion of church and state union, and Sunday in the public square.

Trump Loves ‘Ten Commandments In Public Schools’: Says Louisiana Law Could Be ‘Major Step’ In Religion Revival
https://www.forbes.com/sites/maryroeloffs/2024/06/21/louisianas-new-ten-commandments-law-is-latest-example-of-states-
pushing-to-allow-religion-in-public-schools/

Gov. Cox signs Utah law letting cake shops stay closed on Sunday without penalty
https://www.deseret.com/politics/2025/03/18/utah-governor-cox-signs-law-to-stop-nothing-bundt-cakes-from-making-stores-open-

on-sundays/

27. Read the following headlines to see how religious liberty is also imperiled in the SDA church.

Michigan Conference Bans Conrad Vine From Speaking at Religious Liberty Meeting
https://www.fulcrum?.com/news/2024/9/19/village-church-cancells-conrad-vine

Village Church Elders Send Letter to Conference Affirming That MISDA Tried To Have Conrad Vine Stripped of His Church
Offices
https://www.fulcrum?.com/blog/2024/12/25/village-church-elders-send-letter-to-conference-affirming-that-misda-tried-to-have-conrad-
vine-stripped-of-his-church-offices

Village SDA Church board demands reinstatement of Pastor Ron Kelly amid denominational dispute
https://www.christianpost.com/news/village-sda-church-demands-reinstatement-of-pastor-ron-kelly.htmi

Michigan Conference Doubles Down, The Vote To Fire Ron Kelly is 13-2
https://www.fulcrum?.com/news/2025/2/12/michigan-conference-doubles-down-vote-to-fire-ron-kelly-is-13-2

28. Note: The civil and religious crisis going on in the world is a reflection of the condition of the church. Notice the following
statement from Ellen White. Also compare Revelation 11:2 with Romans 2:17, 23, 24.

Were it not that the world is hopelessly intoxicated with the wine of Babylon, multitudes would be convicted and converted by
the plain, cutting truths of the word of God. But religious faith appears so confused and discordant that the people know not what
to believe as truth. The sin of the world's impenitence lies at the door of the church. {GC 389.1}

29. As we close, let us focus on God’s desire for liberty of conscience in His church and the world. What does God say in the Old
Testament regarding freedom of conscience? Deuteronomy 30:19; Joshua 24:15; 1 Kings 18:21

30. Does the New Testament also promote the principles of religious liberty? 1 Corinthians 7:21, 22; 2 Corinthians 3:17;
James 2:12
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31. Meditate on those words of the Reformer Martin Luther as we close:

I will not make use of force against the superstitious and unbelieving.... No one must be constrained. Liberty is the very
essence of faith.”—Ibid., b. 9, ch. 8. {GC 189.2}

“The mass is a bad thing; God is opposed to it; it ought to be abolished; and | would that throughout the whole
world it were replaced by the supper of the gospel. But let no one be torn from it by force. We must leave the matter in
God's hands. His word must act, and not we. And why so? you will ask. Because | do not hold men's hearts in my hand, as the
potter holds the clay. We have a right to speak: we have not the right to act. Let us preach; the rest belongs unto God. Were | to
employ force, what should | gain? Grimace, formality, apings, human ordinances, and hypocrisy.... But there would be no
sincerity of heart, nor faith, nor charity. Where these three are wanting, all is wanting, and | would not give a pear stalk for
such a result.... God does more by His word alone than you and | and all the world by our united strength. God lays hold upon the
heart; and when the heart is taken, all is won.... {GC 189.4}

“I will preach, discuss, and write; but | will constrain none, for faith is a voluntary act. See what | have done. | stood
up against the pope, indulgences, and papists, but without violence or tumult. | put forward God's word; | preached and wrote—this
was all | did. And yet while | was asleep, ... the word that | had preached overthrew popery, so that neither prince nor emperor has
done it so much harm. And yet | did nothing; the word alone did all. If I had wished to appeal to force, the whole of Germany
would perhaps have been deluged with blood. But what would have been the result? Ruin and desolation both to body
and soul. | therefore kept quiet, and left the word to run through the world alone.”—Ibid., b. 9, ch. 8. {GC 190.1}
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