
1. In this Sabbath School Lesson, we will respond to claims made by evangelical Ralph Drollinger that keeping the law is works 
based religion. We will study which law was the “schoolmaster” mentioned in Galatians 3:24. 


	 “When the binding claims of the fourth commandment are presented, many use every subterfuge to avoid the 
conclusion that God requires the observance of the day which he sanctified and blessed. When every other argument 
against keeping the commandments of God is shown to be vain, the opposers of his law take refuge in the delusion that 
there is no law, that the commandments of God were abolished by Christ at the cross. What an astonishing statement, that 
God has no law! Kings of the earth have laws whereby the nations are governed, and has the God of the universe no law?” 
{ST October 2, 1893 par. 4}


2. Current Event: Christ vs Satan: A Look At The Bible Studies Being Taught On Capitol Hill


Earlier this month, the religious-right organization Capitol Ministries announced the resumption of its Bible studies for members of the 
Trump administration and its cabinet. 


The purpose of Capitol Ministries is to transform public officials in “disciples” who will turn founder Ralph Drollinger’s very conservative 
interpretation of scripture into public policy…


Last week, Drollinger penned an article that, as he revealed on his weekly podcast, he'll be using in his Bible study with members 
of the Senate, House, and Cabinet this week. 
 
https://www.peoplefor.org/rightwingwatch/christ-vs-satan-look-bible-studies-being-taught-capitol-hill


3. Does God have a government? On what principles are His government based? Psalm 103:19; 89:14  
 
___________________________________________________________________________________________________ 

4. Note: A throne denotes a government (Isaiah 9:7). Every earthly government is based on a set of laws and standards that 
rule its subjects. Furthermore, the Bible tells us that everything should be done decently and in order (1 Corinthians 14:40). 
God’s government is no different; it is ruled by His law, the Ten Commandments. Since God ever was and ever is, that 
means His law has always been and will always remain (See Psalm 90:2). 


5. To better understand the law of God, we must define the term sin. What is sin? 1 John 3:4  
 
___________________________________________________________________________________________________ 

6. Did God’s law exist when the fallen angels were cast out of heaven? 2 Peter 2:4; 1 John 3:8  
 
___________________________________________________________________________________________________ 

	 “The will of God is expressed in the precepts of His holy law, and the principles of this law are the principles of 
heaven. The angels of heaven attain unto no higher knowledge than to know the will of God, and to do His will is the 
highest service that can engage their powers.” {MB 109.1}


	 “But in heaven, service is not rendered in the spirit of legality. When Satan rebelled against the law of Jehovah, the 
thought that there was a law came to the angels almost as an awakening to something unthought of. In their ministry the 
angels are not as servants, but as sons. There is perfect unity between them and their Creator. Obedience is to them no 
drudgery. Love for God makes their service a joy. So in every soul wherein Christ, the hope of glory, dwells, His words 
are re-echoed, “I delight to do Thy will, O My God: yea, Thy law is within My heart.” Psalm 40:8.” {MB 109.2}


7. Was God’s law known by Adam & Eve? Romans 5:12, 19; 1 Corinthians 15:21, 22  
 
___________________________________________________________________________________________________ 

8. Who else knew and obeyed the law of God before the Jewish nation was established? Genesis 26:5  
 
___________________________________________________________________________________________________
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	 “The law was preserved by Noah and his family, and Noah taught his descendants the Ten Commandments. As men 
again departed from God, the Lord chose Abraham, of whom He declared, “Abraham obeyed My voice, and kept My charge, My 
commandments, My statutes, and My laws.” Genesis 26:5. {PP 363.2}


9. Note: These above points prove that God’s law existed before He gave the Ten Commandments to Israel at the base of 
Mount Sinai in Exodus 20:1-17. 

10. What is the purpose of the law? 

a)Romans 3:20; 7:7; James 1:23-25  
 
___________________________________________________________________________________________________ 

b)Exodus 33:18, 19; 34:5-7  
 
___________________________________________________________________________________________________ 

c) Psalm 19:7; Psalm 119:142  
 
___________________________________________________________________________________________________ 

d)Proverbs 29:18; Psalm 40:8 
 
___________________________________________________________________________________________________ 

	 

	 “When the law was proclaimed from Sinai, God made known to men the holiness of His character, that by contrast 
they might see the sinfulness of their own. The law was given to convict them of sin, and reveal their need of a Saviour. It 
would do this as its principles were applied to the heart by the Holy Spirit. This work it is still to do. In the life of Christ 
the principles of the law are made plain; and as the Holy Spirit of God touches the heart, as the light of Christ reveals to 
men their need of His cleansing blood and His justifying righteousness, the law is still an agent in bringing us to Christ, 
that we may be justified by faith. “The law of the Lord is perfect, converting the soul.” Psalm 19:7.” {DA 308.2}


11. Can the mere keeping of the law save us? Romans 3:20; Romans 5:1; Ephesians 2:8, 9  
 
___________________________________________________________________________________________________


12. Note: While we cannot be saved by our works, our works can condemn us. See Ecclesiastes 12:14; Romans 2:3, 6. Both 
faith and works are necessary for salvation. Let us now look at a passage of scripture that many use to suggest that God’s 
moral law, the Ten Commandments, no longer needs to be followed.


13. Read Galatians 3:24, 25. It says that the law was our schoolmaster. Is this law speaking about the ceremonial or the moral 
law? See quotation below. Answer: It represents both!


	 “I am asked concerning the law in Galatians. What law is the schoolmaster to bring us to Christ? I answer: Both the 
ceremonial and the moral code of Ten Commandments.” {1SM 233.1; 1MR 131.4} 

14. What does Paul say about the law in Galatians 3:19?  
 
___________________________________________________________________________________________________ 

15. Based on what we have covered so far, which law (ceremonial or moral) was added after the fall of man?  
 
___________________________________________________________________________________________________ 

16. Based on Galatians 3:19, how long were the ceremonial laws to be kept? See also Galatians 3:16  
 
___________________________________________________________________________________________________ 

17. Note: Read Galatians 3:21-23. Both the ceremonial and the moral law are righteous, but the mere keeping of them cannot 
grant eternal life. Verse 22 shows us that exercising faith in Jesus is the only way a sinner can be made righteous.


18. Note: As previously mentioned, ‘the schoolmaster’ points to the ceremonial law and the moral law. How did the ceremonial 
law bring us unto Christ? Colossians 2:17 & Hebrews 9:9-11 show us that it was a shadow of things to come and a figure, 
typifying Christ’s life, death, burial and resurrection. Since Jesus fulfilled these ceremonial laws, we no longer have to keep 
them. 



19. How does the moral law bring us unto Christ? Romans 7:7, 12, 24, 25; Romans 3:20  
 
___________________________________________________________________________________________________ 

20. Since the moral law is also the schoolmaster, what does Galatians 3:25 mean when it says that we “are no longer under a 
schoolmaster”? Galatians 5:13, 14, 16, 18  
 
___________________________________________________________________________________________________ 

21. How can we know practically if we are “under the law”? Galatians 5:19-21  
 
___________________________________________________________________________________________________ 

22. What will be manifested in our lives if we are freed from the penalty of the law and are living in harmony with its principles? 
Galatians 5:22-24 
 
___________________________________________________________________________________________________ 

23. Many false teachers distort the Bible and lead people to break God’s commandments. How have they distorted the grace of 
God to give license to sinful practices? Galatians 1:6-7; Jude 4  
 
___________________________________________________________________________________________________ 

a)What are we exhorted to do? Jude 3  
 
___________________________________________________________________________________________________ 

24. As we close, meditate on Galatians 2:20, which shows us how to live in accordance with the Ten Commandments. 
 

See Ellen White’s Commentary Below on the “Schoolmaster” Based on Galatians 3 


“I am asked concerning the law in Galatians. What law is the schoolmaster to bring us to Christ? I answer: Both the ceremonial and 
the moral code of ten commandments.” {1SM 233.1} 


“Christ was the foundation of the whole Jewish economy. The death of Abel was in consequence of Cain's refusing to accept God's 
plan in the school of obedience to be saved by the blood of Jesus Christ typified by the sacrificial offerings pointing to Christ. Cain 
refused the shedding of blood which symbolized the blood of Christ to be shed for the world. This whole ceremony was prepared by 
God, and Christ became the foundation of the whole system. This is the beginning of its work as the schoolmaster to bring sinful 
human agents to a consideration of Christ the Foundation of the whole Jewish economy.” {1SM 233.2} 

“All who did service in connection with the sanctuary were being educated constantly in regard to the intervention of Christ in behalf of 
the human race. This service was designed to create in every heart a love for the law of God, which is the law of His kingdom. The 
sacrificial offering was to be an object lesson of the love of God revealed in Christ—in the suffering, dying victim, who took upon 
Himself the sin of which man was guilty, the innocent being made sin for us.” {1SM 233.3}


 “The law was our schoolmaster to bring us unto Christ, that we might be justified by faith” (Galatians 3:24). In this scripture, the Holy 
Spirit through the apostle is speaking especially of the moral law. The law reveals sin to us, and causes us to feel our need of Christ 
and to flee unto Him for pardon and peace by exercising repentance toward God and faith toward our Lord Jesus Christ.” 	 	
{1SM 234.5} 


“The law of ten commandments is not to be looked upon as much from the prohibitory side, as from the mercy side. Its prohibitions 
are the sure guarantee of happiness in obedience. As received in Christ, it works in us the purity of character that will bring joy to us 
through eternal ages. To the obedient it is a wall of protection. We behold in it the goodness of God, who by revealing to men the 
immutable principles of righteousness, seeks to shield them from the evils that result from transgression.” {1SM 235.1} 


“We are not to regard God as waiting to punish the sinner for his sin. The sinner brings the punishment upon himself. His own actions 
start a train of circumstances that bring the sure result. Every act of transgression reacts upon the sinner, works in him a change of 
character, and makes it more easy for him to transgress again. By choosing to sin, men separate themselves from God, cut 
themselves off from the channel of blessing, and the sure result is ruin and death.” {1SM 235.2}


 “The law is an expression of God's idea. When we receive it in Christ, it becomes our idea. It lifts us above the power of natural 
desires and tendencies, above temptations that lead to sin. “Great peace have they which love thy law: and nothing shall offend them” 
(Psalm 119:165)—cause them to stumble.” {1SM 235.3} 
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