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The Great Controversy, pt. 25b: God’s Law Immutable 
 Pope, Sean Spicer, US Legislators: Only Papal Laws Can Solve 
World Crises. WCC: Unite With Pope Our Only Hope. Hurricane 
Harvey, Solar Eclipse & Luke 21. Anti-LGBT Manifesto Signed  

1. The present is a time of overwhelming interest to all living. Rulers and statesmen, men who occupy positions of trust and 
authority, thinking men and women of all classes, have their attention fixed upon the events taking place about us. They are 
watching the strained, restless relations that exist among the nations. They observe the intensity that is taking possession of 
every earthly element, and they recognize that something great and decisive is about to take place--that the world is on the verge 
of a stupendous crisis.  {Ed 179.5}  Angels are now restraining the winds of strife, that they may not blow until the world shall be 
warned of its coming doom; but a storm is gathering, ready to burst upon the earth; and when God shall bid His angels loose the 
winds, there will be such a scene of strife as no pen can picture.  {Ed 179.6}   
2.     A Disaster of Biblical Proportions, Harvey Leads to a Biblical Response…. Tropical Storm Harvey is being called a 
disaster of biblical proportions and it could eventually drop as much as an astounding 25 trillion gallons of water in Texas. http://
www1.cbn.com/cbnnews/us/2017/august/a-disaster-of-biblical-proportions-harvey-leads-to-a-biblical-response   
3. Note: Read Luke 21:25-28. 

4. Note: The signs in the sun and in the moon occurred on May 19, 1780, the great dark day. The sign in the stars transpired on November 
13, 1833. Yet we saw another fulfillment of these signs recently in one week. On Monday August 21, 2017 was the great America Solar 
Eclipse. That was a sign in the sun and in the moon. On Friday August 25, 2017, Hurricane Harvey hit the state of Texas. The sea and the 
waves roared. The close of probation is near, the second coming of Jesus is even at the doors. 
5. The last total solar eclipse viewed from contiguous United States was on Feb. 26, 1979…[August 21, 2017] Following this, we will 
have a total solar eclipse on April 8, 2024 visible from Texas to Maine. https://eclipse2017.nasa.gov/when-was-last-solar-eclipse-seen-
contiguous-united-states-and-when-will-next-one-happen   
6.   Climate change is on its way to becoming a far worse public health crisis than any of those other problems. Already, it 
has aggravated droughts, famines and deadly heat waves. In the United States, global warming seems to be contributing to the spread of 
Lyme disease. Now we have Harvey. It has brought yet another flood that’s being described as unprecedented. It is terrorizing 
thousands of Texans and submerged large parts of the nation’s fourth-largest city, Houston. Beyond Harvey, the potential 
damage from climate change is terrifying. Disease, famine and flooding of biblical proportions are within the realm of possibility. 
https://www.msn.com/en-us/news/opinion/harvey-the-storm-that-humans-helped-cause/ar-AAqV18X 

7.  Tropical storm Irma is 'steadily intensifying' in the Atlantic Ocean and will become a hurricane by Friday http://www.dailymail.co.uk/
news/article-4838358/Tropical-storm-Irma-hurricane-Friday.html 
8. Note: Consider the subtle implications of the following news reports. 
 The statues of Mary that survived Hurricane Harvey http://www.catholicnewsagency.com/blog/the-statues-of-mary-that-survived-
hurricane-harvey/ 
 Fire destroys home during Harvey but a Virgin Mary statue survived http://wreg.com/2017/08/28/fire-destroys-home-during-harvey-
but-a-virgin-mary-statue-survived/ 
 Statue of Virgin Mary reportedly undamaged by fire at Spanish military base http://www.catholicherald.co.uk/news/2015/08/26/
statue-of-virgin-mary-reportedly-undamaged-by-fire-at-spanish-military-base/ 
 Why do statues of Our Lady survive disasters? http://www.catholicherald.co.uk/commentandblogs/2015/08/28/why-do-statues-of-
our-lady-survive-disasters/ 

9. Note: In the context of mens’ hearts failing them for fear, the cry for peace and safety is getting louder. See 1 Thessalonians 5:1-5 and  
Isaiah 8:8-16. 
10. UN sanctions 'formidable instrument for global peace and security,' Security Council told http://www.un.org/apps/news/story.asp?
NewsID=57306#.Wah4jMmQxo5 
11. What is the title of chapter 25 of The Great Controversy?______________________________________________________________ 
12.  This study will cover pages 440 to 445 of The Great Controversy. The focus will be on the image of the beast in         
Revelation 13:1-18. 
13.  Note: During our previous session, we studied and covered the leopard-like beast of Revelation 13:1-10. We discovered that that 
leopard-like beast is the Papacy, the Roman Catholic Church. 
14. Let us read Revelation 13:10. What was prophesied to happen to the Papacy?_____________________________________________ 
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15. Revelation 13:3 and 10 state that Popery would receive a deadly wound for a time. When was the Pope of the Roman Catholic Church 
put in prison, thus inflicting upon the church this wound? _________________________________________________________________ 
 "Power was given unto him to continue forty and two months." And, says the prophet, "I saw one of his heads as it were wounded 
to death." And again: "He that leadeth into captivity shall go into captivity: he that killeth with the sword must be killed with the sword." The 
forty and two months are the same as the "time and times and the dividing of time," three years and a half, or 1260 days, of Daniel 7 -  -  the 
time during which the papal power was to oppress God's people. This period, as stated in preceding chapters, began with the supremacy of 
the papacy, A.D. 538, and terminated in 1798. At that time the pope was made captive by the French army, the papal power received its 
deadly wound, and the prediction was fulfilled, "He that leadeth into captivity shall go into captivity."  {The Great Controversy, 439.2}  
Though a new pope was soon afterward elected, the papal hierarchy has never since been able to wield the power which it before 
possessed.  {The Great Controversy, 266.3}   
16. What did the Lord show John in vision would arise during the time period when the Papacy would receive its deadly wound? 
Revelation 13:11_______________________________________________________________________________________________ 
17. Note: The leopard-like beast which is the Papacy rose up out of the sea. See Revelation 13:1. The sea represents a populated area, 
according to Revelation 17:15. The geographical location of the rise of the Papacy was in the Roman Empire of Europe. Therefore, the 
lamb-like beast or lamb-like nation which was seen rising from the earth, must represent a geographical location that was not populated. 
The location could not be in Europe, in the Old World. It must be in the New World, the western hemisphere. 
      But the beast with lamblike horns was seen "coming up out of the earth." Instead of overthrowing other powers to 
establish itself, the nation thus represented must arise in territory previously unoccupied and grow up gradually and peacefully. It could not, 
then, arise among the crowded and struggling nationalities of the Old World--that turbulent sea of "peoples, and multitudes, and 
nations, and tongues." It must be sought in the Western Continent.  {The Great Controversy, 440.1}  
18. What nation was represented by the lamb-like beast of Revelation 13:11__________________________________________________ 
      What nation of the New World was in 1798 rising into power, giving promise of strength and greatness, and attracting the 
attention of the world? The application of the symbol admits of no question. One nation, and only one, meets the specifications of this 
prophecy; it points unmistakably to the United States of America.  {The Great Controversy, 440.2}   
19. Note: For decades, students of Bible prophecy have used the bison or buffalo as the primary image for Protestant America, the lamblike 
beast of Revelation 13:11 that will speak as a dragon. Officially, the Federal Government has made the bison the national beast, the 
national mammal of the United States. Surely they have their reasons for this; however, to students of Bible prophecy this is a prophetic 
move for the fulfillment of Revelation 13:11-17. 
20. “On May 9, 2016, President Obama signed the National Bison Legacy Act into law, officially making the American bison the 
national mammal of the United States.”   https://www.doi.gov/blog/15-facts-about-our-national-mammal-american-bison  
21. What do horns represent in the Bible? Habakkuk 3:4; Daniel 8:7_________________________________________________________ 
22. Note: The lamb represents Jesus Christ. See John 1:29. The two horns or the two powers represent two principles that Jesus laid out in 
His word. Those two principles are the separation of Church and State. In other words, do not give unto Caesar (the civil power) what is due 
to God. See Mark 12:13-17. 
23. Since the two horns represent powers, what have been the two significant powers or principles of the United States of America, since 
her declaration of independence in 1776 and during the time of 1798?_____________________________________________________ 
 "And he had two horns like a lamb." The lamblike horns indicate youth, innocence, and gentleness, fitly representing the 
character of the United States when presented to the prophet as "coming up" in 1798. Among the Christian exiles who first fled to 
America and sought an asylum from royal oppression and priestly intolerance were many who determined to establish a 
government upon the broad foundation of civil and religious liberty. Their views found place in the Declaration of Independence, 
which sets forth the great truth that "all men are created equal" and endowed with the inalienable right to "life, liberty, and the pursuit of 
happiness." And the Constitution guarantees to the people the right of self-government, providing that representatives elected by the 
popular vote shall enact and administer the laws. Freedom of religious faith was also granted, every man being permitted to worship 
God according to the dictates of his conscience. {The Great Controversy, 441.1}   
24. Note: Compare Revelation 13:11 with Revelation 12:14-16. You will discover that the earth that helped the persecuted woman or the 
persecuted Church was the United States of America. 
25. What principles are the secret of America’s power and prosperity? Revelation 13:11_________________________________________ 
 Republicanism and Protestantism became the fundamental principles of the nation. These principles are the secret of its 
power and prosperity. The oppressed and downtrodden throughout Christendom have turned to this land with interest and hope. Millions 
have sought its shores, and the United States has risen to a place among the most powerful nations of the earth. {The Great Controversy, 
441.1}   
26.  Note: Republicanism means a nation without a king. Protestantism means a church without a pope. 
27.  Note: Pope Francis and his allies [Evangelicals and Protestants of America] are planning to sign the declaration that Protestantism is 
dead on October 31, 2017. This means that the power and prosperity of the United States will be over very soon. Additionally, this means 
that shortly, the United States of America will cease to be a Republic and will bow its knees to the kingly power of the Papacy. 
 Somewhere in Pope Francis’s office is a document that could alter the course of Christian history. It declares an end to 
hostilities between Catholics and Evangelicals and says the two traditions are now “united in mission because we are declaring 
the same Gospel”. The Holy Father is thinking of signing the text in 2017 [Oct.31], the 500th anniversary of the Reformation, 
alongside Evangelical leaders…Francis is convinced that the Reformation is already over. He believes it ended in 1999. http://
www.catholicherald.co.uk/issues/july-24th-2015/the-popes-great-evangelical-gamble/ 
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28a. What did the Jewish church, with its leaders say, as they rejected Jesus and His principles of truth? John 18:40 and John 19:12,15 
_____________________________________________________________________________________________________________ 
28b.  Note: The Jewish leaders rejected Jesus and accepted Barabbas, a type of a religious leader; then they rejected Jesus and His 
principles and accepted Caesar as king. 
29. Note: In other words, the Jewish leaders rendered unto Barabbas and Caesar that which should have been given to Jesus Christ. See 
Mark 12:13-17. 
30. Note: President Donald Trump’s presidential campaign theme was “Make America Great Again.” He took office in 2017. On October 31, 
2017, one of the principles that has been the secret of America’s power and prosperity will be broken. At the enforcing of the Sunday Law 
crisis, the second horn and power of America, namely Republicanism, will be broken. 
 Pope and WCC leaders discuss ecumenism, ecology, economic justice http://en.radiovaticana.va/news/2017/08/25/
pope,_wcc_leaders_talk_ecumenism,_ecology,_economic_justice/1332849 
  Pope Francis meets with World Council of Churches leadership in Rome…Pope Francis and the leadership of the World Council 
of Churches have met in the Vatican and discussed how Christian unity is vital in bringing a true sense of justice to issues the world 
is facing today….The Aug. 24 meeting attended by WCC moderator Dr. Agnes Abuom and WCC general secretary Rev. Olav Fykse Tveit 
also focused on how to deepen relations in the one ecumenical movement, the WCC reported. "We are living in a time when the 
purpose and the objectives of the ecumenical movement are highly relevant. Based on these realities, there is a need for a new 
search for unity.” "The future of humanity is threatened; the poorest among us are already feeling the worst consequences of them. We 
encourage you and the Roman Catholic Church to be with us in mobilizing a real change of mind, heart and priorities," Tveit said. The 
meeting with Pope Francis included common prayer for unity, peace and reconciliation. The audience concluded with a collective 
wish to explore opportunities to meet in 2018. http://www.ecumenicalnews.com/article/pope-francis-meets-with-world-council-of-churches-
leadership-in-rome/60406.htm 
 WCC chief hails 'extraordinary chance for hope' at Ecumenical Assembly…In a speech at the Wittenberg Ecumenical 
Assembly on 25 August 2017, World Council of Churches (WCC) General Secretary, the Rev Dr Olav Fykse Tveit, reviewed the work of 
the ecumenical movement in 2017, describing “an extraordinary ecumenical chance at this point in history.” ….He also described the hope 
he felt when the WCC leadership met with Pope Francis for a private audience. “There is only one common future and hope for all or there 
is no hope for the future at all” he continued. “We have seen in the ecumenical movement how repentance and mutual accountability have 
contributed to the deepening of the fellowship and the capacity to address the dividing powers of this world.” Rather than focusing on our 
enemies, we should pay attention to the forces that make people enemies to one another, he said. “We have to analyse how the polarising 
and dividing powers that lead to conflict and war today are working against the will of God in this world.” http://www.ekklesia.co.uk/node/
24275   
31.  Interestingly, America is depicted as a nation with two horns. The Papacy is viewed in prophecy as a nation with one horn. See Daniel 
7:7,8,23-25.  The Papacy gaining control of the United States of America or the nation with one horn overthrowing a nation with two horns, 
is depicted in the account of Greece (a nation illustrated with one horn) conquering the Medes and Persians (a nation illustrated with two 
horns). See Daniel 8:3-7,20,21. 
32. How will this lamb-like nation, the United States of America, speak? Revelation 13:11________________________________________ 
33. Since the dragon represents Satan in the primary sense, what has been Satan’s desire? Isaiah 14:12-14; Matthew 4:8-10; 
Revelation 12:17________________________________________________________________________________________________ 
_____________________________________________________________________________________________________________ 
34. What are the things that the United States of America will do? Revelation 13:12____________________________________________ 
35a. Revelation 13:11,14, and 15 say that the United States of America will speak and cause all to worship. How does the United States of 
America speak?____________________________________________________________________________________________ 
 “The lamblike horns and dragon voice of the symbol point to a striking contradiction between the professions and the 
practice of the nation thus represented. The "speaking" of the nation is the action of its legislative and judicial authorities. By 
such action it will give the lie to those liberal and peaceful principles which it has put forth as the foundation of its policy. The prediction 
that it will speak "as a dragon" and exercise "all the power of the first beast" plainly foretells a development of the spirit of 
intolerance and persecution that was manifested by the nations represented by the dragon and the leopardlike beast. And the 
statement that the beast with two horns "causeth the earth and them which dwell therein to worship the first beast" indicates that the 
authority of this nation is to be exercised in enforcing some observance which shall be an act of homage to the papacy… Only in 
flagrant violation of these safeguards to the nation's liberty [the Declaration of Independence and the Constitution],  can any religious 
observance be enforced by civil authority. But the inconsistency of such action is no greater than is represented in the symbol. It is 
the beast with lamblike horns--in profession pure, gentle, and harmless--that speaks as a dragon.” {The Great Controversy, 442.2} 
35b.  Catholics in Congress: one-third of House, one-quarter of Senate http://www.catholicnews.com/services/englishnews/2017/
catholics-in-congress-one-third-of-house-one-quarter-of-senate.cfm 
35c. Currently, there are five Catholics, three Jews, and one Evangelical on the US Supreme Court. https://qz.com/972686/the-
religions-of-the-us-supreme-court-justices-tell-the-tale-of-a-changing-nation/  
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35d. Catholic politicians should be guided by the church’s moral and social teachings when crafting legislation, Pope Francis said. 
Meeting with participants in the annual meeting of the International Catholic Legislators Network Aug. 27, the pope said that church 
teaching can contribute to a more humane and just society, but only if the church is allowed a voice in answering “the great questions of 
society in our time.” “The laws that you enact and apply ought to build bridges of dialogue between different political perspectives, also 
when responding to precise aims in order to promote greater care for the defenseless and the marginalized [poor]…as well as to 
promote a correct human and natural ecology,” the pope said according to Vatican Radio. https://cnstopstories.com/2017/08/29/pope-
catholic-social-teaching-can-contribute-to-building-just-society    
35e. God's word has given warning of the impending danger; let this be unheeded, and the Protestant world will learn what the 
purposes of Rome really are, only when it is too late to escape the snare. She is silently growing into power. Her doctrines are 
exerting their influence in legislative halls, in the churches, and in the hearts of men. She is piling up her lofty and massive 
structures in the secret recesses of which her former persecutions will be repeated. Stealthily and unsuspectedly she is 
strengthening her forces to further her own ends when the time shall come for her to strike. All that she desires is vantage ground, 
and this is already being given her. We shall soon see and shall feel what the purpose of the Roman element is. Whoever shall 
believe and obey the word of God will thereby incur reproach and persecution.  {GC 581.2}   
35f. Spicer gets his audience with the pope…Sean Spicer meets Pope Francis at last…Former White House press secretary Sean 
Spicer finally got an audience with the pope, after being cut out of a White House delegation with the Holy Father in May. Spicer returned to 
Rome over the weekend as part of a group of legislators and politicians affiliated with the International Catholic Legislators 
Network who met with Pope Francis at the Vatican. Spicer, who resigned on July 21, has remained in the White House to help with the 
transition for his successor Sarah Huckabee Sanders. His last day is slated for August 31. http://www.politico.com/story/2017/08/29/sean-
spicer-meets-pope-vatican-242133?lo=ap_d1 
  http://www.cnn.com/2017/08/29/politics/spicer-pope-visit/index.html   

35g. “Roman Catholic principles will be taken under the care and protection of the state.” {RH, June 15, 1897 par. 10}  

35h. Pope promotes human dignity and the common good in address to Congress http://www.catholicworldreport.com/2015/09/24/pope-
promotes-human-dignity-and-the-common-good-in-address-to-congress/ 
35i. An interview with U.S. Sen. Bob Casey: He said the core of the pope’s message could be summed up in five words: 
“Cooperation for the Common Good.” “He has taken a Roman Catholic principle and made it an element of governing strategy,” he 
said...Casey attributed Pope Francis’ mass appeal to people of all faiths and no faith to his welcoming, joyful tone. http://thetimes-
tribune.com/news/casey-congress-genuinely-moved-by-pope-s-address-1.1948862  
35j.   #169   International negotiations cannot make significant progress due to positions taken by countries which place their national 
interests above the global common good.  http://w2.vatican.va/content/francesco/en/encyclicals/documents/papa-
francesco_20150524_enciclica-laudato-si.html 

36. Who will primarily demand a Sunday Law to be enforced in the United States of America? Revelation 13:14______________________ 
  "Saying to them that dwell on the earth, that they should make an image to the beast." Here is clearly presented a form of 
government in which the legislative power rests with the people, a most striking evidence that the United States is the nation denoted in 
the prophecy.  {GC 442.3}   

37. Note: Since the United States of America will form an image to the Papacy (Revelation 13:14,15), we consider briefly the nature of the 
beast or the characteristics of the Papacy. 
BEAST (The Papacy, Popery)                                                                   IMAGE OF THE BEAST (U.S.A) 
A. Roman Catholic Church means One Universal Church     The uniting of the leading churches in America (G.C. 445.1) 
B. The church controlled the civil government (Rev.17:3)                         Protestant Churches will dictate and control legislators of the State 
C. Church and State persecuted God’s saints (Rev.13:7; Rev.17:6)        Church and State will unite and persecute God’s saints 

 38a. Note: We are now seeing the uniting of the leading churches in fulfillment of the following statements. 
 The wide diversity of belief in the Protestant churches is regarded by many as decisive proof that no effort to secure a 
forced uniformity can ever be made. But there has been for years, in churches of the Protestant faith, a strong and growing 
sentiment in favor of a union based upon common points of doctrine. To secure such a union, the discussion of subjects upon 
which all were not agreed--however important they might be from a Bible standpoint--must necessarily be waived.  {GC 444.2}     
 “When the leading churches of the United States, uniting upon such points of doctrine as are held by them in common, 
shall influence the state to enforce their decrees and to sustain their institutions, then Protestant America will have formed an 
image of the Roman hierarchy, and the infliction of civil penalties upon dissenters will inevitably result.  {The Great Controversy, 
445.1}   
38b. 150 religious leaders sign anti-gay 'manifesto' on sexuality…A nationwide coalition of more than 150 conservative Christian leaders 
signed a statement, released Tuesday, affirming their beliefs on human sexuality, including that marriage is between one man and one 
woman and approval of "homosexual immorality" is sinful…"Our true identity, as male and female persons, is given by God. It is not only 
foolish, but hopeless, to try to make ourselves what God did not create us to be," the statement from the coalition members reads.  
https://www.msn.com/en-us/news/us/150-religious-leaders-sign-anti-gay-manifesto-on-sexuality/ar-AAqXu5f 
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39. Note: While the image of the beast is being formed, we should be forming an image to Jesus. Meditate upon the following statement 
and scriptures. 
 I also saw that many do not realize what they must be in order to live in the sight of the Lord without a high priest in the sanctuary 
through the time of trouble. Those who receive the seal of the living God and are protected in the time of trouble must reflect the 
image of Jesus fully.  {EW 71.1}   
     I saw that many were neglecting the preparation so needful and were looking to the time of "refreshing" and the "latter rain" to fit them to 
stand in the day of the Lord and to live in His sight. Oh, how many I saw in the time of trouble without a shelter! They had neglected the 
needful preparation; therefore they could not receive the refreshing that all must have to fit them to live in the sight of a holy God. Those 
who refuse to be hewed by the prophets and fail to purify their souls in obeying the whole truth, and who are willing to believe that their 
condition is far better than it really is, will come up to the time of the falling of the plagues, and then see that they needed to be hewed and 
squared for the building. But there will be no time then to do it and no Mediator to plead their cause before the Father. Before this time the 
awfully solemn declaration has gone forth, "He that is unjust, let him be unjust still: and he which is filthy, let him be filthy still: and he that is 
righteous, let him be righteous still: and he that is holy, let him be holy still." I saw that none could share the "refreshing" unless they obtain 
the victory over every besetment, over pride, selfishness, love of the world, and over every wrong word and action. We should, therefore, 
be drawing nearer and nearer to the Lord and be earnestly seeking that preparation necessary to enable us to stand in the battle in the day 
of the Lord. Let all remember that God is holy and that none but holy beings can ever dwell in His presence. {EW 71.2} 

Genesis 1:26,27; Genesis 5:1-3; Colossians 3:5-10; 2 Corinthians 3:16-18; Exodus 33:18; Exodus 34:1-4, 28-35 
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