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The Great Controversy, pt. 27a: Modern Revivals 
Ganoune Diop Plagiarizes Pages From Pope’s PlayBook. SDAs & Diop Seek Peaceful 
Coexistence with Pope & “Protestants.” A Challenge To GC Leaders: Overturn Ordaining 
Women as Elders.

1. What is the title of chapter 27 of The Great Controversy?______________________________________________________________ 
2. Note: In chapter 25 of The Great Controversy, we studied the Beast, his Image, and his mark. We saw what the mark of the beast is and 
that it is soon to be enforced. In chapter 26 of The Great Controversy, we studied A Work of Reform. We discovered that it is time to 
proclaim the Sabbath reform worldwide. The title A Work of Reform is synonymous to the Work of Reformation. At the close of that study, 
we discovered that before there can be genuine reformation, there must be genuine revival. Chapter 27 of The Great Controversy is 
Modern Revivals. In this chapter we will see the genuine revival and the counterfeit revival. We will cover pages 461 to 466. 
3. What is revival and how does it differ from reformation?_______________________________________________________________ 
 A revival and a reformation must take place, under the ministration of the Holy Spirit. Revival and reformation are two different 
things. Revival signifies a renewal of spiritual life, a quickening of the powers of mind and heart, a resurrection from spiritual death. 
Reformation signifies a reorganization, a change in ideas and theories, habits and practices. Reformation will not bring forth the good fruit 
of righteousness unless it is connected with the revival of the Spirit. Revival and reformation are to do their appointed work, and in doing 
this work they must blend. {1SM 128.1}  
4. Note: The first step to receive genuine revival is to recognize your need and to ask of the Lord. Meditate upon the following scripture to 
confirm. Judges 15:18,19. Then compare that scripture with John 7:37-39. 
5. What is the primary problem with lukewarm Laodiceans? Revelation 3:17________________________________________________ 
6. Who will show us our need for genuine revival? John 16:7,8___________________________________________________________ 
7. Note: The word translated reprove means to convince.  
8. What will show us our need for genuine revival? Romans 7:7-9_________________________________________________________ 
9. Note: No person will receive genuine revival of the Spirit of God if he believes that the death of Jesus abolished the Ten Commandments 
and that God’s standards of reform are not essential to obey for salvation. 
 The nature and the importance of the law of God have been, to a great extent, lost sight of. A wrong conception of the character, 
the perpetuity, and the obligation of the divine law has led to errors in relation to conversion and sanctification, and has resulted in lowering 
the standard of piety in the church. Here is to be found the secret of the lack of the Spirit and power of God in the revivals of our time.  {GC 
465.1}   Many religious teachers assert that Christ by His death abolished the law, and men are henceforth free from its requirements. 
There are some who represent it as a grievous yoke, and in contrast to the bondage of the law they present the liberty to be enjoyed under 
the gospel.  {GC 466.1}   
10. Note: The following scriptures were written by biblical authors after the resurrection and ascension of Jesus. They all state that the Ten 
Commandments should be obeyed. Romans 3:31; James 2:8-12; 1 John 5:3; Revelation 22:14. 
11. Note: The Ten Commandments are a transcript of God’s character, therefore the death of Jesus cannot abolish God’s character. The 
following are three perspective to confirm that the Ten Commandments are a transcript of God’s character. 
(a) compare the following scriptures: Romans 7:12; 1 Peter 1:16; Revelation 15:3; Matthew 19:16 
(b) Compare the following scriptures: Psalm 119:142,172; Revelation 19:11 
(c) Compare the following scriptures: Psalm 40:6-8; Hebrews 10:5-9,15-17. 
  
12.     "Blessed is the man that walketh not in the counsel of the ungodly. . . . But his delight is in the law of the Lord; and in His law 
doth he meditate day and night. And he shall be like a tree planted by the rivers of water, that bringeth forth his fruit in his season; his leaf 
also shall not wither; and whatsoever he doeth shall prosper." Psalm 1:1-3. It is only as the law of God is restored to its rightful 
position that there can be a revival of primitive faith and godliness among His professed people. "Thus saith the Lord, Stand ye in 
the ways, and see, and ask for the old paths, where is the good way, and walk therein, and ye shall find rest for your souls." Jeremiah 6:16.  
{GC 478.3} 
13. Note: The steps that lead to genuine revival is that the Spirit of God convicts us of sin. We surrender our sins. We walk in the newness 
of life. Read the following scriptures. Hosea 6:1-3 and Romans 6:3,4.  Connect Hosea 6:1 with Hosea 6:5 to discover that it is the word of 
God that convicts of sin and it also heals. 
 These souls brought forth fruit meet for repentance. They believed and were baptized, and rose to walk in newness of life--new 
creatures in Christ Jesus; not to fashion themselves according to the former lusts, but by the faith of the Son of God to follow in His steps, 
to reflect His character, and to purify themselves even as He is pure. The things they once hated they now loved, and the things they once 
loved they hated. The proud and self-assertive became meek and lowly of heart. The vain and supercilious became serious and 
unobtrusive. The profane became reverent, the drunken sober, and the profligate pure. The vain fashions of the world were laid aside. 
Christians sought not the "outward adorning of plaiting the hair, and of wearing of gold, or of putting on of apparel; but . . . the hidden man 
of the heart, in that which is not corruptible, even the ornament of a meek and quiet spirit, which is in the sight of God of great price." 1 
Peter 3:3, 4.  {GC 461.2}   
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14. What condition must a person meet in order to receive genuine revival from the Lord? Isaiah 57:15_____________________________ 
15. Read also Psalm 51:17,10,11 and Psalm 34:18. 
16. What location must a person be in, in order to receive genuine revival? Hosea 14:4-7________________________________________ 
17. Compare Hosea 14:7 with Psalm 91:1 and Matthew 6:6,17,18. 
18. What will Ephraim, who is a type of God’s people today, say after experiencing genuine revival in the secret place of prayer? 
Hosea 14:8__________________________________________________________________________________________________ 
19. What is said of the church today?_________________________________________________________________________________ 
 The old standard bearers knew what it was to wrestle with God in prayer, and to enjoy the outpouring of His Spirit. But 
these are passing off from the stage of action; and who are coming up to fill their places? How is it with the rising generation? Are they 
converted to God? Are we awake to the work that is going on in the heavenly sanctuary, or are we waiting for some compelling power to 
come upon the church before we shall arouse? Are we hoping to see the whole church revived? That time will never come.  {1SM 
122.1}   
20. Note: The same principle from the above statement is brought to view in Amos 4:7 and the following quotation. 
  Only those who are living up to the light they have will receive greater light. Unless we are daily advancing in the exemplification 
of the active Christian virtues, we shall not recognize the manifestations of the Holy Spirit in the latter rain. It may be falling on hearts all 
around us, but we shall not discern or receive it.--TM 507 

21. What has the Lord promised to send in these last days, just before He returns? James 5:7-9; Acts 2:16-18,36-47?__________________ 
______________________________________________________________________________________________________________ 
22. What will Satan attempt to do?__________________________________________________________________________________ 
   Notwithstanding the widespread declension of faith and piety, there are true followers of Christ in these churches. Before the final 
visitation of God's judgments upon the earth there will be among the people of the Lord such a revival of primitive godliness as has not been 
witnessed since apostolic times. The Spirit and power of God will be poured out upon His children. At that time many will separate 
themselves from those churches in which the love of this world has supplanted love for God and His word. Many, both of ministers and 
people, will gladly accept those great truths which God has caused to be proclaimed at this time to prepare a people for the Lord's second 
coming. The enemy of souls desires to hinder this work; and before the time for such a movement shall come, he will endeavor to 
prevent it by introducing a counterfeit. In those churches which he can bring under his deceptive power he will make it appear that God's 
special blessing is poured out; there will be manifest what is thought to be great religious interest. Multitudes will exult that God is working 
marvelously for them, when the work is that of another spirit. Under a religious guise, Satan will seek to extend his influence over the 
Christian world.  {GC 464.1}   
23. Describe the counterfeit revival or modern revival.___________________________________________________________________ 
______________________________________________________________________________________________________________ 
  But many of the revivals of modern times have presented a marked contrast to those manifestations of divine grace which in 
earlier days followed the labors of God's servants. It is true that a widespread interest is kindled, many profess conversion, and there are 
large accessions to the churches; nevertheless the results are not such as to warrant the belief that there has been a corresponding 
increase of real spiritual life. The light which flames up for a time soon dies out, leaving the darkness more dense than before.  {GC 463.1}   
     Popular revivals are too often carried by appeals to the imagination, by exciting the emotions, by gratifying the love for what is new and 
startling. Converts thus gained have little desire to listen to Bible truth, little interest in the testimony of prophets and apostles. Unless a 
religious service has something of a sensational character, it has no attractions for them. A message which appeals to unimpassioned 
reason awakens no response. The plain warnings of God's word, relating directly to their eternal interests, are unheeded.  {GC 463.2}   
     With every truly converted soul the relation to God and to eternal things will be the great topic of life. But where, in the popular churches 
of today, is the spirit of consecration to God? The converts do not renounce their pride and love of the world. They are no more willing to 
deny self, to take up the cross, and follow the meek and lowly Jesus, than before their conversion. Religion has become the sport of infidels 
and skeptics because so many who bear its name are ignorant of its principles. The power of godliness has well-nigh departed from many 
of the churches. Picnics, church theatricals, church fairs, fine houses, personal display, have banished thoughts of God. Lands and goods 
and worldly occupations engross the mind, and things of eternal interest receive hardly a passing notice.  {GC 463.3}   

24. How may we clearly discern the modern revival or counterfeit revival?____________________________________________________ 
  In many of the revivals which have occurred during the last half century, the same influences have been at work, to a greater or 
less degree, that will be manifest in the more extensive movements of the future. There is an emotional excitement, a mingling of the true 
with the false, that is well adapted to mislead. Yet none need be deceived. In the light of God's word it is not difficult to determine the nature 
of these movements. Wherever men neglect the testimony of the Bible, turning away from those plain, soul-testing truths which require self-
denial and renunciation of the world, there we may be sure that God's blessing is not bestowed. And by the rule which Christ Himself has 
given, "Ye shall know them by their fruits" (Matthew 7:16), it is evident that these movements are not the work of the Spirit of God.  {GC 
464.2}  



25. What did the Lord withhold from His professed people? Isaiah 3:1______________________________________________________ 
26. What were some of the apostasies in Israel that caused God to withhold the water, the Spirit, the genuine revival? Isaiah 3:12-14 
______________________________________________________________________________________________________________ 
27. The word translate “rule” means to have dominion. Compare Isaiah 3:12 with Genesis 1:28 and Genesis 3:16. Read 1 Timothy 3:1,4,5 
and Titus 1:5-9. 
 “Here again we have the idea of subjection. Paul does not suffer a woman to teach, or to usurp authority over the man; and we 
do not learn from the Scriptures that women were ever ordained [as] apostles, evangelists, or elders; neither do we believe that 
they should teach as such. Yet they may act an important part in speaking the truth to others.” {December 2, 1862 JWe, ARSH 6.12} 

28. In a shocking vote, a document outlining punishment for leaders of institutions that are deemed out of compliance with church 
policy, was referred back to the Unity in Mission Oversight Committee that recommended it. It was essentially a vote to do nothing until next 
year’s Annual Council.  https://spectrummagazine.org/article/2017/10/11/women%E2%80%99s-ordination-lost-again-today  
 Annual Council Votes to Continue Dialogue on Unity and Reconciliation Process https://spectrummagazine.org/article/2017/10/10/
annual-council-votes-continue-dialogue-unity-and-reconciliation-process 

28. The real controversy between the proponents and the opponents of women being ordained as pastors is authority. Both groups believe 
in the ordination of women as elders. In the Bible an elder is the same as a pastor. 
 Elder Ted Wilson came to the microphone to remind the San Antonio delegates that the vote did not disallow women’s 
commissioning or ordaining women as local elders. As for the other interpretation, it’s true that union conferences approve ordinations in 
their territory, but the General Conference says those decisions are made under their policies. The union conferences that ordained female 
pastors have held on to the interpretation that ordination belongs to them, not to the General Conference. Remember, though, that most 
people in San Antonio were quite sure they were voting on women’s ordination, not on who gets to decide—despite that not being what the 
motion actually said. https://atoday.org/the-end-of-the-church-as-we-know-it-part-1/ 
 Neither does today’s vote [2015] change the current GC policy on the ordination of women as local church elders, as stated in the 
2009 Seventh-day Adventist Minister's Handbook, p. 94: "Elders and deacons should be persons of experience, chosen wisely. By action of 
the Annual Council of 1975, reaffirmed at the 1984 Annual Council, both men and women are eligible to serve as elders and receive 
ordination to this position of service in the church." http://www.nadadventist.org/article/1073742989/news/current-and-archived-news-
stories/2015-news-archives/7-9-15-women-s-ordination-divisions-may-not-decide 

29. Note: The real challenge to the leaders of the General Conference is the overturn the ordination of women to being elders in the 
churches. Where is the voice of protest against this unbiblical policy and practice. Martin Luther protested against the Catholic Church for 
their unbiblical and policy and practice. 
  His words were not without effect. On the day following Luther's answer, Charles caused a message to be presented to the Diet, 
announcing his determination to carry out the policy of his predecessors to maintain and protect the Catholic religion. Since Luther 
had refused to renounce his errors, the most vigorous measures should be employed against him and the heresies he taught. "A single 
monk, misled by his own folly, has risen against the faith of Christendom.  {GC 162.3}   
 As Tetzel continued his traffic and his impious pretensions, Luther determined upon a more effectual protest against these crying 
abuses... Accordingly on these days the people in great numbers resorted thither. One of the most important of these occasions, the 
festival of All Saints, was approaching. On the preceding day, Luther, joining the crowds that were already making their way to the 
church, posted on its door a paper containing ninety-five propositions against the doctrine of indulgences. He declared his 
willingness to defend these theses next day at the university, against all who should see fit to attack them.  {GC 129.2}   
30. Note: Read the following scriptures. Matthew 15:1-3,6-9,13,14; Matthew 23:29-32. 

31. What did the Lord withhold from His professed people? 1 Kings 17:1,2___________________________________________________ 
32. One of the main apostasies was that Israel had joined with Jezebel and the false prophets. 

33. Note: The following is a modern-day fulfillment. Ganoune Drop, Public Affairs and Religious Liberty director of the General Conference 
was a guest on an interview on September 25, 2017. Ganoune Diop, instead of promoting the pillars of the faith of Seventh-day Adventists 
to the world, he promoted the pillars of the United Nations. Also, Diop frequently quoted words and phrases of Pope Francis and Pope 
Benedict XVI. The YouTube video interview was done in French.  https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=nNXMC-GzJZU  
34. Interviewer: Religion is still a taboo subject, lack of tolerance in practice is causing much war and a lot of crime, do you think you 
can talk openly tomorrow night?  
Ganoune Diop: Certainly. In fact if we do not talk about it, there cannot be a peaceful co- existence. We must remember that in the past, 
religions did not behave according to the values  they seemed to promote. What was lacking? The essential element was the freedom of 
conscience accorded to all. Within the framework of the five hundred years of the reformation, for example, it is objected that the element 
that was lacking was religious freedom because without this freedom, there can be no tolerance. Tolerance, it is not accepting the other 
one, in fact it shows solidarity in our humanity. https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=nNXMC-GzJZU  
35. Pope Francis holds mass in attendance of thousands, preaches coexistence and tolerance https://dailynewsegypt.com/
2017/04/29/pope-francis-holds-mass-attendance-thousands-preaches-coexistence-tolerance/ 
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36. Pope Calls for Peaceful ‘Coexistence’ in Caucasus https://www.voanews.com/a/pope-caucasus-georgia/3532930.html 

37.  ‘Social Coexistence Is Accomplished with Dialogue,’ Says Pope Francis. https://zenit.org/articles/social-coexistence-is-
accomplished-with-dialogue-says-pope-francis/ 

38. Interviewer: Religion is still a taboo subject, lack of tolerance in practice is causing much war and a lot of crime, do you think you 
can talk openly tomorrow night?  

 Diop: Certainly. In fact if we do not talk about it, there cannot be a peaceful co- existence. We must remember that in the 
past, religions did not behave according to the values  they seemed to promote. What was lacking? The essential element was the 
freedom of conscience accorded to all. Within the framework of the five hundred years of the reformation, for example, it is 
objected that the element that was lacking was religious freedom because without this freedom, there can be no tolerance. 
Tolerance, it is not accepting the other one, in fact it shows solidarity in our humanity.  https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=nNXMC-
GzJZU  

39. Pope Francis urges ‘peace, friendship and solidarity’ ahead of Super Bowl LI…“In a world thirsting for peace, tolerance, and 
reconciliation, I hope that the spirit of the Olympic Games inspires all — participants and spectators — to fight the good fight and finish the 
race together,”  said the pope (via USA Today) ahead of the Games.  https://www.washingtonpost.com/news/early-lead/wp/2017/02/05/
pope-francis-urges-peace-friendship-and-solidarity-ahead-of-super-bowl-li/?utm_term=.b734967a6932 

40. Pope Francis Urges Tolerance, Solidarity in New Year's Day Mass. https://www.voanews.com/a/pope-francis-urges-tolerance-
solidarity-in-new-years-day-mass/1821695.html 

41. Interviewer: But it must be said that even this tolerance negatively affect many people for the moment.  

 Diop: There's no doubt about it. This is why our association is making lectures around the world to educate people ... in 
fact to appeal to a fundamental principle that is to say the dignity of the human being. Without respect for the dignity of everyone, 
it is not possible to co-exist peacefully.   https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=nNXMC-GzJZU  

42.  Pope Francis Outlines Paths to Peace, Christian Unity on Arrival in Georgia…To achieve peaceful coexistence, priority 
must be given to “human beings in their actual circumstances”, Pope Francis said on his arrival in Georgia today, adding that 
ethnic, political, religious and linguistic differences should be seen as “a source of mutual enrichment” rather than grounds for 
exploitation and discord.   http://www.ncregister.com/blog/edward-pentin/pope-francis-outlines-path-to-peaceful-
coexistence-and-christian-unity-on-a 

43. Note: The following are statements from Ganoune Diop, during a conference with World Denominations entitles “Called To 
Unity for the Sake of Mission.”  
 One of the areas, however, where the track record of Christianity has not been   outstanding   is   partnership among   
Christians   to   fulfill   the Great Commission  together.  Today,  however,  the  prospects  of  new  partnerships are   promising.   A   
compelling   case   can   be   made   that   new   forms   of partnerships are needed on a global scale. http://www.ocms.ac.uk/
regnum/downloads/Called_to_Unity-final-WM.pdf 

 The reality of Christian unity is a fulfillment of Christ’s prayer [John 17] that connects trinitarian  love with ecclesiology 
and  mission. For  the  sake  of  the  world, Christ commissions his church to reach out to all peoples with the gospel of love…For 
Christianity ‘its  message  is  the locus  of  God’s  unique  revelation.  It  claims  to  give expression  to  God’s message,  which  
raises  man  to  his  highest  dignity,  goodness,  and beauty’, according to Pope Emeritus Benedict XVI. With reference to the 
possibility of the co-existence  of  truths,  he  adds: ‘It  is  not  the  same  thing  to  say  that Christ is the Son of God in whom the 
full presence of the truth about God finds expression, and to say that various kinds of truths are also present in other  religions,  
that  they  have  something  like  fragments,  or beams, of  the great light, that in certain respects, they even represent an inner 
movement towards him. The claim that God is present in Christ, and that the true God himself  thus appears  and  speaks  to  us  in  
him, does  not  rule  out  that  the other religions also contain truths–but that is just the point: truths that, as it were, point to The 

Truth...’3 http://www.ocms.ac.uk/regnum/downloads/Called_to_Unity-final-WM.pdf 

 The  Global  Christian  Forum (GCF)  is  a vision whose  aim  is  to  bring together  into  intentional,  ongoing  fellowship  at  
a  global  level  the  main ‘families’ of  the  Christian community–Orthodox,  historic  Protestant, Evangelical/Pentecostal, and 
Catholic. Its primary goal has been to bring all churches  to  the  table  of  relationship  with  one  another,  more  specifically 
relating  those  who  have  been  engaged  in  the  ecumenical  movement with those  who  have  not  joined  the  WCC.  The  GCF  
provides  a  space  where partnerships  and  alliances  for  common  witness  for  the  sake  of  Christ  may develop. The GCF 
opens and extends its hands to the whole Christian body.  http://www.ocms.ac.uk/regnum/downloads/Called_to_Unity-final-WM.pdf 
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44. Interviewer: How have your conferences been received in the rest of the world? 

 Diop: We just had a conference in Florida with about 600 participants from all over the world. Precisely the term was 
"religious freedom and the hope of peaceful coexistence". There were Buddhists, Catholics, Adventists, Baptists; all kinds of 
Christian personalities and the goal was to speak together. https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=nNXMC-GzJZU  

45. Interviewer: So I was going to ask you where the limit is, where is the difference between religion, tradition and cultural 
heritage finally? 

 Diop: It is extremely complex, because ... in fact it goes together. Although ... in fact one might even speak of a 
politicization of religion. In fact most wars of religion are not pure and simple wars of religion in themselves; they are also 
political religions. When one speaks, for example, of Islamism…But in practice, humans use religions and make them 
instruments of violence. We must try to educate people to understand that in every religion there can be things that are 
fundamentally good but we must continue to communicate despite the difference and we must do it with dignity.  https://
www.youtube.com/watch?v=nNXMC-GzJZU  

46. In conclusion, meditate upon the following scripture and write your thoughts. Jeremiah 3:1,3,13-15_______________________ 

_____________________________________________________________________________________________________________ 
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